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0 Preface

The SWG-B General RG deals with

· organisational and other non-technical aspects of the SWG;
· all technical aspects that cannot be attributed to one of the SWG-B rapporteur groups (Bearer/Service/IMS Charging).  This item mainly encompasses the OCS work (TR 32.815 and TS 32.296);
· cross-rapporteur group technical items, i.e. covering more than one of the RGs.  This item encompasses the overall charging architecture (TS 32.240), the work on the Bx interface (TS 32.297) and the global CDR parameter and syntax description (TS 32.298).
1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 08:45 hrs local time on Tuesday 17th August, 2004.
2 Participant registration

13 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda / timeline
The agenda/timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (including all RGs) was agreed as proposed in S5-044500d2.  As usual, adaptations of the SWG-B timeline during the meeting will be possible at the group’s discretion.

4 Registration of Documents

Contributions that were broached and closed during this meeting are highlighted in green in the tables below.  Documents that were discussed but not closed are highlighted in grey.  Discussion and conclusions of all such highlighted documents are presented in section 7 of this report.

Non-highlighted documents have not been broached at all during the meeting, implying that no discussion of these documents is found in section 7ff.

4.1 Input Documents

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-044403
	SWG-B #38bis plenary report
	Chair
	5, 5.1.x

	S5-044509
	SA5 SWGA/B specs NOT existing yet in Release 6
	MCC
	8.1

	S5-044512
	LS on '3GPP-TISPAN potential collaboration and related integration of requirement' (WIs: IMS, AIPN, W-LAN)
	S1-040722
	6.1

	S5-044514
	Rel-6 Tdoc TS 32.298: Add Charging Data Description for CAMEL CPH - Align with CN2's 23.078
	Alcatel / Siemens
	7.1.2

	S5-044518
	Rel-6 Tdoc TS 32.298 Positioning data parameter
	Siemens AG
	7.1.2

	S5-044524
	OCS TS32.296 - CR
	T-Mobile
	7.3

	S5-044526
	TS 32.240v1.7.0
	T-Mobile
	7.1.1

	S5-044528
	Middle tier TS template
	T-Mobile
	7.4.2

	S5-044529
	LS from OMA MCC on 'Joint session invitation for workshop between OMA MCC, 3gPP SA5 (Charging), 3gPP2 TSG X'
	OMA-MCC-2004-0093
	7.4.1

	S5-044530
	LS reply from 3GPP2 on 'TSG-X re Proposed OMA-3GPP-3GPP2 Workshop'
	3GPP2
	7.4.1

	S5-044531
	OCS TS 32.296 – CR SMS-handling
	T-Mobile
	7.3

	S5-044534
	OCS architecture
	Siemens AG
	7.3

	S5-044536
	OCS TS 32.296 – V.1.7.0
	T-Mobile
	7.3

	S5-044549
	OCS TS32.296 V1.7
	Amdocs
	7.3


4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-044567
	TS 32.240v1.9.0 for approval
	SWG-B
	7.1.1

	S5-044571
	TS 32.296v1.8.0 for approval
	SWG-B
	7.3


4.3 Other Input Documents

None.

4.4 Other Output Documents

The following documents have been produced during the meeting.  All are outputs of the review and discussion of the respective input contributions.  See sections listed in the table below for details.

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-044558
	TS 32.240v1.8.0
	SWG-B
	7.1.1

	S5-044559
	Proposal for TS 32.296 without class B rating
	SWG-B
	7.3

	S5-044560
	Proposal for TS 32.296 including class B rating
	SWG-B
	7.3

	S5-044561
	Revised proposal for TS 32.296 including class B rating
	SWG-B
	7.3


5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B General RG can be found in S5-044403.  The report was agreed without any changes.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 T-Mobile and Amdocs to complete the parameter and message definitions
This work is progressing according to schedule – new contributions have been received in S5-044524, S5-044531, S5-044536 and S5-044549.  These are discussed in detail in section 7.3 of this report.  This AI is kept open to keep track of the progress and achievements.
5.1.2 Orange to provide S5-044435r1 asap after the meeting
The document was not delivered due to some misunderstanding.  T-Mobile, Siemens and Orange will investigate offline and take appropriate action.  The AI is closed.
5.1.3 T-Mobile to create and distribute S5-044439 before the end of next week
The document was made available within the requested deadline.  The AI is closed.
5.1.4 SWG-B vice chair to conclude the meeting arrangements for SWG-B #39bis
The contract with the meeting hotel has been signed and arranged so as to cover both the SWG-B meeting and the joint session with OMA MCC and 3GPP2 TSG-X.  The meeting invitation with all the details is available in S5-044607.  See section 7.4.1 for further details.  The AI is closed.
5.1.5 Siemens to check with Alcatel for CPH charging work for TS 32.250
The contribution for TS 32.250 was received in S5-044513 (BC RG).  The matching contribution for TS 32.298 was received in S5-044514.  See section 7.1.2 for details.  The AI is closed.

5.1.6 Nokia to provide a contribution listing the work needed to complete FBC

While no contribution is provided that particularly addresses this AI, Nokia performed an investigation and has a position for discussion of this issue.  Furthermore there are a number of Tdocs for FBC, these will be handled in the BC RG session.  The AI is closed.
5.2 Requests for SA5 action from the last meeting

There were no requests made to SA5 from the last SWG-B General session.
6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

S5-044512 “LS on '3GPP-TISPAN potential collaboration and related integration of requirement' (WIs: IMS, AIPN, W-LAN)”.

This LS from SA1 discusses the need to harmonise upcoming ETSI TISPAN standards for NGN with past, present and future 3GPP work.  Specific open work items in SA1 that are correlated to this issue are identified as All-IP Network Feasibility Study, I-WLAN, IMS messaging, Presence, IMS Group management and IMS.  SA1 expects that harmonisation should follow the established 3 stages of 3GPP specification work in order, i.e. Requirements, Architecture, and Protocols.  SA1 further expects that potential service and system requirements coming from external bodies, such as ETSI TISPAN, will be subject to verification by SA1, and recommends that Stage 2 and 3 should not be developed before this validation.  While SA1 is willing to support this coordination on service and system requirements, TSG SA is asked to clarify the method for future cooperation with ETSI TISPAN.
The group agrees to the general analysis and recommendations of SA1.  All above work items identified as being relevant for SA1 coordination on requirements are expected to eventually become charging relevant.  Hence it is important to await the guidance for SA and SA1 and then get involved with the respective Stage 2 and Stage 3 work as indicated in the SA1 LS.  While this assessment implies that no LS response is needed, it is considered important (for SA5 as a whole) to monitor the related activity within SA TSG and WGs.
Closed, Noted.  No reply necessary.
S5-044529 “LS from OMA MCC on 'Joint session invitation for workshop between OMA MCC, 3gPP SA5 (Charging), 3gPP2 TSG X'”.

This LS provides the invitation to the joint workshop of OMA MCC, 3GPP2 TSG-X and 3GPP SA5 (SWG-B), together with an agenda proposal.  See section 7.4.1 of this report for details.

Closed, Noted.  No reply necessary.

S5-044530 “LS reply from 3GPP2 on 'TSG-X re Proposed OMA-3GPP-3GPP2 Workshop'”.

This LS is the response from 3GPP TSG-X to S5-044529.  See section 7.4.1 of this report for details.

Closed, Noted.  No reply necessary.

6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

None.
7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Rel-6 Feature “Charging Management”
7.1.1 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.240

S5-044526 “Rel-6 TS 32.240-170 Charging architecture and principles”.
This is the new version of the TS, containing substantial amounts of new text in previously empty clauses (from S5-044444) as well as changes to existing text.  The changes were accepted with the following exceptions and modifications.

· Alignments in the references from TS 32.270 (generated in the SC RG session) / middle tier template.
· Editorial changes in the “symbols” clause, note this will affect the middle tier template.
· It was agreed to align the headlines in terms of capital or small letters, this will be done as an offline activity; also consider having the function acronyms in the header.
· Add the IMS GWF to the abbreviations, note this will impact the middle tier TS template.
Also some editorial notes were added where mistakes, omissions or inconsistencies were uncovered.  These are reflected in the TS version 1.8.0 (S5-044558) that was created in the course of reviewing S5-044526.  It was agreed to clean up S5-044558 and attempt to close at least some of the editor’s notes off-line, the result of this effort will then be taken for the group to decide if the TS is considered mature enough for approval.
Closed.  A new version of TS 32.240, including the above changes was created as S5-044558.
S5-044558 “Rel-6 TS 32.240-180 Charging architecture and principles”.
This output version of the above effort and will be used as the basis for a cleaned TS draft that the group will decide upon in respect of recommending approval.

Closed.
S5-044567 “Rel-6 TS 32.240-190 Charging architecture and principles”.

This document is the cleaned up TS draft, and some editor’s notes were clarified as described above.  The group agrees to send this version of the TS to the SA5 plenary for approval.

Closed.  Will be sent to the SA5 plenary for approval.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.1.2 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.298

S5-044514 “Rel-6 Tdoc TS 32.298: Add Charging Data Description for CAMEL CPH - Align with CN2's 23.078”.
This document proposes changes to the ASN.1 descriptions based on S5-044513, discussed in the BC session.  As the BC document was agreed with minor modifications, a revision of this document was generated (S5-044514r1), this was agreed to be added to the next version of TS 32.298.

Closed.  S5-044514r1 will be added to TS 32.298.

S5-044518 “Rel-6 Tdoc TS 32.298 Positioning data parameter”.

This document proposes changes to the ASN.1 descriptions based on S5-044516 and S5-044517, discussed in the BC session.  As the two BC documents were agreed without changes, this document was also accepted.  It will be added to the next version of TS 32.298.
Closed.  Will be added to TS 32.298.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.2 Rel-6 WT “Interfaces to Billing Domain, Bx”
The TS was approved by SA at TSG meeting #23.  Version 6.0.0 of the TS can be found on the 3GPP server.

The remaining open items are documented in the report from the last meeting and inline in the TS as well as on the TS submission cover sheet in S5-044155.  CRs to close these gaps are expected in the next few meetings.
WT completion is on schedule.
7.3 Rel-6 WT “Online Charging System – Rating Application”
S5-044524 “OCS TS 32.296 – CR”.

This document is withdrawn as its contents is included completely in S5-044536 (which also contains further changes).
Closed.  Will be covered with broaching S5-044536.

S5-044531 “OCS TS 32.296 – CR SMS-handling”.
This document is withdrawn as its contents is included completely in S5-044536 (which also contains further changes).

Closed.  Will be covered with broaching S5-044536.

S5-044534 “OCS architecture”.
This document discusses the way the GGSN and the TPF are connected to the OCS in the architecture overview in TS 32.296.  It was found that this discussion is actually targeting the online charging capabilities of GPRS with or without an embedded TPF.  It was therefore decided to discuss this topic in the BC RG session, and the OCS architecture overview in TS 32.296 will then be aligned as necessary, in accordance with the conclusion in the BC RG.

Closed.
S5-044536 “OCS – TS 32.296 v1.7.0”.

This contribution contains a new draft of TS 32.296, based on S5-044439.  It does not include class B rating functionality, the purpose being that a class A only TS could be ready for approval by this meeting, as the author felt that this was not possible with including class B.

It was agreed to review this document and ignore the class B related changes for the time being, resulting in otherwise agreed contribution for a TS version without class B rating.  Then S5-044549 will be aligned (covered below) so that there is an alternate contribution for a TS including class B rating, otherwise being identical to the above contribution.  This will allow deciding on one of the two documents for potential approval, based on the group’s assessment of the maturity of class B rating.

S5-044536 was reviewed page by page, agreeing most of the proposals.  A few amendments were also made during the review process, and editor’s note retained / added for unresolved issues.  The resulting output document can be found in S5-044559, where all the changes related to class B removal are specially highlighted.

One of the major agreements that goes along with the creation of the above document is the removal of the Bearer Charging Function, Event Charging Function and Session Charging Function from the OCS and their replacement by the Session Based Charging Function and Event Based Charging Function.  An explanation has been added as to how these charging functions relate to the bearer, subsystem and service charging levels.  This is consistent with the recent version of TS 32.240 (covered in section 7.1.1 above).
Closed.  Replaced by S5-044559.

S5-044549 “OCS – TS 32.296 v1.7.0”.

This contribution contains a new draft of TS 32.296, based on S5-044439.  It includes both class A and class B rating functionality as per S5-044439 plus further additions and revisions.

It was agreed that this document should be updated in order to align with S5-044559, so that the specific differences between excluding and including class B rating are visible.  This will then allow the group to decide on which alternative, if any, to send to the SA5 plenary for approval.  This updated version was produced overnight and can be found in S5-044560.
Closed. Replaced by S5-044560.
S5-044559 “Proposal for TS 32.296 without class B rating”.

This document contains the version of TS 32.296 without class B rating, based on S5-044536 as described above.  The decision of whether a clean version of this contribution should be sent as the TS 32.296 for approval will be made after broaching S5-044560.

Closed. See decision on approval of TS 32.296 below.
S5-044560 “Proposal for TS 32.296 including class B rating”.
S5-044560 was reviewed page by page.  Several amendments and changes to the class B aspects were made during the review process, and editor’s notes were retained / added where issues could not be resolved.  The resulting output document can be found in S5-044561.
Closed.  Replaced by S5-044561.

S5-044561 “Revised proposal for TS 32.296 including class B rating”.

This document contains the version of TS 32.296 that includes class B rating based on S5-044536, as described above.  For the decision of whether a clean version of this contribution should be sent as the TS 32.296 for approval, see discussion below.

Closed. See decision on approval of TS 32.296 below.
Discussion / decision on potential approval of TS 32.296
The two contributions in S5-044559 (no class B) and S5-044561 with class B were compared in terms of its status and stability.  As the group did not reach unanimous agreement on which version of the TS to propose for approval, a poll was held with the following result:
- 2 delegates preferred S5-044559 to be sent for approval;

- 6 delegates preferred S5-044561 to be sent for approval;

- 3 delegates had no preference.

On this basis, the SWG-B chair will recommend to the SA5 plenary S5-044561 for approva,l with the majority of the group as indicated above.  The clean version of the TS for approval can be found in S5-044571, including a TS presentation cover sheet reflecting the remaining open issues.
S5-044571 “OCS – TS 32.296 v1.8.0”.  This is the version of TS 32.296 that will be sent to the SA5 plenary for approval, as described above.

WT completion is on schedule for class A, behind schedule for class B as documented by the numerous editor notes in the draft TS.

7.4 Non-WT related technical items

7.4.1 Relation with OMA-MCC

A LS was received in S5-044529, inviting 3GPP SA5 (SWG-B) and 3GPP2 TSG-X to a joint session with OMA MCC (this had been discussed for a while between the involved WGs, see previous SWG-B General RG reports).  The joint session has been arranged to take place on Saturday, 25th September, in Orlando, Florida, USA.  Meeting arrangements have been made by OMA MCC as described in the LS, and an agenda proposal is attached to the LS.  SWG-B response is will be sent via email by the SWG-B chair to OMA MCC vice chair, who is in charge of the joint session from the OMA side, as follows:
· SWG-B are ok with the invitation and proposed agenda, the majority of the SWG-B delegates have indicated that they are planning to participate;

· SWG-B ask OMA MCC to provide details of meeting location, as this information was not included in LS S5-044529;

· SWG-B delegates ask to receive confirmation response to their joint session registration email that is required per LS S5-044529.
The chairman underlined the importance for delegates to participate in the joint session so as to assure that the views on future cooperation with OMA MCC, discussed in the group and presented by the chair during his attendance to OMA MCC meetings, will be well represented.  Delegates who plan to attend are reminded of the instructions and arrangements as described in S5-044529, most importantly, to observe the registration deadline, 16th September.  Note also that, as clearly stated in S5-044529, there is no need to for 3GPP delegates to pay an OMA meeting fee for attending this joint session.
LS S5-044530 is the response from 3GPP TSG-X to S5-044529, notifying that their attendance to the joint session might be limited due to the meeting date coinciding with a religious holiday.  In addition, given the importance of the topic, TSG-X proposes to consider arranging another meeting at the future.  SWG-B notes this information and intends to be involved in any such arrangements if and when they will be made.  The options are to collocate with 3GPP2 e.g. in March 2005 (this may only affect SWG-B as it is a non-plenary meeting), to collocate with OMA in August 2005 (this would affect all SA5 as it is a plenary meeting), or to schedule a separate meeting.  SA5 approval will be sought when any such arrangements come about.
In order to facilitate travel and to allow SWG-B delegates to attend the joint session with OMA MCC and 3GPP2 TSG-X, the SWG-B meeting #39bis has also been relocated to in Orlando.  The meeting invitation, providing details of the arrangements, can be found in S5-044607.  Delegates are asked to register for the meeting and make their hotel room arrangements as described there.  Note that there is a deadline of 16th September for room reservation from the SWG-B sleeping room block.  This implies that the meeting facilities that had been reserved at ETSI for SWG-B#39nbis, can be released.
7.4.2 Template for middle tier Charging TSs

S5-044528 Middle Tier TS Template.
This contribution was not delivered due to lack of time.  A new version of the template is scheduled for SA5#39bis.

Withdrawn.
8 Any other business

8.1 SA5 specifications not existing yet in Rel-6

S5-044509 “SA5 specs NOT existing yet in Release 6”.

This document from MCC provides an overview of the SA5 TSs that are in the MCC database but do not yet have a Rel-6 version (i.e. >=6.0.0).  This applies to all SWG-B specifications except TS 32.250 and 32.297.
The latest status of the SWG-B TSs can be found in the RG reports and in the SWG-B report to the SA5 plenary in S5-044502.  No further discussion of S5-044509 occurred in the meeting.

Closed.
8.2 TS version management

There have been cases where subsequent TS drafts have been published with identical version numbers.  This has led to substantial confusion on the side of readers / users of these drafts.  With the exception of the special case of TS 32.296, as described in section 7.3 above (S5-044536 and S5-044549), these version number problems have been the result of oversights / errors of the persons involved.
The chair clarified that under no circumstances it is acceptable to publish different TS drafts / documents with the same version number, and reminded the SWG delegates of the 3GPP drafting rules as laid down in TR 21.900.  He urged all TS editors and contributors (including himself) to assure that these rules are observed.  In case of continuous problems in the future, a TS version management procedure shall be devised.

9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SWG-B meeting is scheduled from 27th September – 1st October 2004 in Orlando, Florida, USA, hosted by Siemens.  This is a SA5 meeting with no full plenary.  In addition, a joint session on charging cooperation will be held with OMA MCC and 3GPP TSG-X on Saturday, 25th September.

The SWG-B chair plans to attend the OMA MCC meeting from Monday, 27th – Wednesday, 29th.  Therefore the SWG-B meeting will be chaired by the vice chair during this period.  Also, the SWG-B sessions will be shifted by 1,5 hours to start at 10:15 and end at 19:00 to allow the SWG-B chair to attend briefly during the late afternoon on Monday – Wednesday.

Due to flight arrangements, it was proposed by delegates to end this meeting at around lunch time on the Friday.  Thus, there are 18 quarters available for SWG-B work at this meeting.  Details on allocation of meeting quarters to rapporteur sessions will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-044600 (agenda/timeline) in due time, based on the agenda items and available contributions.
10 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 hrs local time on Wednesday, 18th August 2004.  Decisions on TSs for approval, as described in this report, were taken in the plenary preparation session during the 2nd and 3rd quarter on the Thursday (19th August).
Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

SA5 is requested to send TS 32.240 (S5-044567) to TSG SA for approval.
SA5 is requested to send TS 32.296 (S5-044571) to TSG SA for approval.

Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#38bis)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. T-Mobile / Amdocs to complete the parameter and message definitions (5.1.1).
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