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Abstract of document: 
This is a draft Technical Specification on the interface “Bx” between the Network Elements that are involved in charging and the billing domain.
Changes since last presentation to TSG-SA Meeting #19:

New

Work done against the WID contained in SP-030047 (Charging Management: Work Item ID: CH).

Outstanding Issues:

· This early draft TS is based on various contributions that have been agreed upon in SWG-B: 
· the charging architecture issues related to the Bx interface,
· stage 2 descriptions (“principles”) of this interface, e.g. local file handling,
· file format considerations, 
· file opening and closure triggers, 
· file management;
· stage 3 description of file format and contents, 
· file naming, 
· file headers, 
· etc.
· At present, only the information pertaining t file and header formats, and file contents is included, due to time constraints.  However, the missing items are well understood and mainly agreed within the group. 
Contentious Issues:

One major item of discussion is the handling of files with respect to Charging Data Record (CDRs) from different 3GPP releases in case the node that generates the files will need to handle CDRs from different Network Elements (NEs) that may be using different standards releases.

