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	Doc Summary
	1. Suggest that here is no relationship between FT IRP and Bulk CM IRP except that both use FTP.  Provide reasons.

2. Describe the scope of specification of FT IRP and Bulk CM IRP in relation to FTP. 

	
	

	Specs involved:
	FT IRP IS and Bulk CM IRP IS




Background

Current FT IRP IS defines 1 operation and 2 notifications: listAvailableFiles, notifyFileReady and notifyFilePreparationError.  They support files uploading, i.e., from IRPAgent to IRPManager.  They are not designed for files downloading.  It is noted as well that FT IRP must include a FTP server (to support file uploading).

Bulk CM IRP has operations supporting both upload and download.  Bulk CM IRP must include a FTP client (to support both upload and download).

There seems to be some overlapping defined capabilities between FT IRP and Bulk CM IRP.

This paper analyses the situation and proposes that there is no overlap in capabilities defined for Bulk CM IRP and FT IRP.  It provides texts for inclusion in FT IRP and Bulk CM IRP to support such proposal.

Proposal

· The current draft FT IRP provides capability to move network data from IRPAgent to multiple IRPManagers.  It is (can be) viewed as a counter-part of Notification IRP in that (a) data flow is one direction, i.e., from IRPAgent to IRPManager and (b) it is one IRPAgent to many IRPManagers.  For the Itf-N, 3GPP will have two kinds of IRP that upload network data.  One is Notification IRP that is responsible for near real-time movement of network data.  The other is FT IRP that is responsible for the “non-real-time” and “batch-mode” form of uploading network data.  

· FT IRP, similar to Notification IRP, will not be responsible for downloading data.  The currently defined one operation and the two notifications are sufficient and necessary.  (Note that FT IRP may be extended to include download.  But such extension should be studied carefully together with the download capability currently defined in Bulk CM IRP.  For example: should we remove the download capability specification from Bulk CM IRP and place them in FT IRP?

· Bulk CM IRP is responsible for upload and download data.  Since FT IRP is not responsible for download, there is then no overlap in definition of capability as far as download is concerned.

· Let us now examine if there is overlap in upload.  The following points suggest that there is no overlap.  

· When Bulk CM IRPManager requests for uploading data, the requesting IRPManager is the only one who is aware of the request and the eventual availability of the file.  No other IRPManager, via the standardized protocol, can find out this fact.  Therefore, the movement of data is (designed to be) one-to-one.  Not the same can be said about “accomplices” of FT IRP such as PM IRP, Test Management IRP.  For these IRPs, the preparation of data to be uploaded, e.g., PM measurement files, are or can be known by all IRPManagers.  For example, any IRPManagers can query the PMIRP about measurementJob status and therefore, they all know the kind and the timing of the availability of these measurement files.  So, the movement of data is designed to be one (the IRPAgent) to many (the IRPManagers).

· When Bulk CM IRPManager requests for uploading data, the upload is a “one shot deal”.  Not the same can be said about “accomplices” of FT IRP such as PM IRP.  The uploading of data tends to be “recurring” at a known interval.  For example, the PM measurement job makes file available for upload at the end of a report period.  Report period is normally in minutes while job lifetime can span months.

· This “difference” can be seen as the same as above.  For Bulk CM IRP, the upload data is realised always by a request and a response.  For another upload, the Bulk CM IRPManager must request again.  For the FT IRP case, the IRPManager needs not “order” for the preparation of files to be uploaded.  Like it or not, the IRPAgent will prepare the files for upload, will notify all IRPManagers about the availability.  IRPManager needs not ask again and again.

· Following the above reasoning, then the Bulk CM IRP should be used, as Nortel proposal, to support the upload of NRM data including transport NRM and inventory data.  This usage does not require capability defined in FT IRP.   

· In summary, there is no overlap of capabilities, if the FT IRP and Bulk CM IRP are defined as above.  Reasons are summarized below.

· FT IRP does not define operation or notification that relates to download operation.

· FT IRP includes FTP client while Bulk CM IRP includes FTP server.

· FT IRP defines operation and notification that supports (a) one-to-many and (b) repetitive uploading while Bulk CM IRP definitions support (a) one-to-one and (b) “one shot deal uploading”.

Text for FT IRP IS

In FT IRP Requirement, remove all references to the requirements of downloading.  It should have text to highlight the similarity between it and Notification IRP and that they differs in terms of (a) real-time verses non-real-time and (b) short burst of data as network event occurs verses batch-mode.

Text for Bulk CM IRP IS

In Bulk CM IRP Requirement, add text to indicate it is supporting not just NRM data but transport NRM and inventory data.  Add text to indicate the capability of Bulk CM IRP is “one-to-one” and is a “one-shot-deal” (non-recurring).

In Bulk CM IRP IS, go through the whole document to make sure that:

· The usage of its upload operation is not specifically catered for NRM including inventory NRM. 

· The usage of its download is specifically catered for NRM excluding inventory data NRM.

There can be Bulk CM IRP related products/systems that do not support inventory NRM upload but support other kinds of NRM upload/download.  Ensure the qualification on inventory NRM support mechanism (defined in Bulk CM IRP) be done in such a way that such implementations do not need to support or aware of the inventory NRM mechanism to claim compliance.  
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