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1
Decision/action requested

It is proposed that the intent of this document be included in the next version of the 3GPP TS 32.240.

2
References


N.A.

3
Rationale

TS 32.240 is an important document within the set of 3GPP charging specifications as it establishes the high level architecture and principles for charging, and defines a framework supporting and linking the underlying charging specifications.

In addition to these points it can be anticipated that the document will serve at least two additional purposes

· To present those seeking to become familiar with charging in general an overview of the 3GPP charging concept.

· To clearly articulate the 3GPP charging architecture and principles, in such a way that they may also be easily adopted or shared by other standardisation bodies seeking to align with 3GPP. 

For the above reasons it is proposed that the information within this document is structured in as accessible a manner as possible, in order that the document might to the furthest extent be effective in a standalone mode, with minimal need for the reader to be familiar with the various other specifications that support, or form a legacy to this document.

4
Consequences and implications

None

5
Issues of discussion

Various minor editorial revisions are proposed to the structure of the document. A proposed, revised table of contents for TS 32.240 is set out below. Some notes are first included to provide a rationale for changes to the current version.

The document should at an early stage (i.e. within section 4) provide a high level common charging architecture, with a brief introduction to the charging functions and reference points. 

Note: The figure below is shown as an example only as to how a common architecture might be represented - it does not e.g. incorporate CS charging functions or reference points, and does not reflect any updated understanding of the charging functions.
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Figure 4.1: (example) Logical common charging architecture

· The logical network architectures (currently included in section 5) should be removed from this document and included to their respective documents within the charging documents structure (i.e. 32.251-3, 32.260, 32.271-x). 

Domain references can be included to the high-level architecture section.

· The current sections 4 and 6 to some degree overlap, and can be merged.

· Sections 7.1 and 7.4 should be removed from the main document, perhaps to an annex.

· Section 8 should be removed from this document and included to the respective documents within the charging documents structure (it is noted that this is the editor’s recommendation).
Proposal

The following changes are proposed to TS 32.240 (table of contents).
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