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1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 08:45 hrs local time on Wednesday 8th October, 2003.
2 Participant registration

13 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda (S5-034600)

The agenda/timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (plenary and RGs) was agreed (S5-034600) with the correction of a small error (SWG-B#35 instead of SWG-B#35bis on top of the schedule table).  As usual, adaptations of the SWG-B timeline during the meeting will be possible at the group’s discretion.

4 Registration of Documents

Contributions that were broached and closed during this meeting are highlighted in green in the tables below.  Documents that were discussed but not closed are highlighted in grey.  Discussion and conclusions of all such highlighted documents are presented in section 7 of this report.

Non-highlighted documents have not been broached at all during the meeting, implying that no discussion of these documents is found in section 7.

4.1 Input Documents

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-034503
	SWG-B #35 plenary report
	Chair
	5, 5.1.x

	S5-034307
	Revision – first draft of TS 32.297 V0.3.0
	Siemens
	7.2

	S5-034607
	OAM_CH_SM_in_Rel6_features_v_2003_08_20: For SWG review & feedback to MCC
	MCC
	7.5.1

	S5-034608
	Rel5_features_v_2003_09_09: For SWG review & feedback to MCC
	MCC
	7.5.1

	S5-034611
	Report of last 3GPP CN meeting (SP-030503, SP-030537)
	MCC
	7.5.2

	S5-034615
	TR 32.815v6.0.0
	MCC
	7.3

	S5-034619
	Draft TS 32.298v1.0.0
	MCC
	5.2.1, 7.1.2

	S5-034628
	Draft TS 32.298v1.1.0
	T-Mobile
	7.1.2

	S5-034629
	Correlation Function in OCS Architecture Study
	Amdocs
	7.3

	S5-034630
	Draft TS 32.296v0.0.2
	Amdocs
	7.4

	S5-034634
	Draft TS 32.240v0.5.0
	Siemens
	7.1.1


4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

None

4.3 Other input Documents

None

4.4 Other output Documents

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-034648
	Draft TS 32.296v0.1.0
	SWG-B
	7.3

	S5-034652
	CH_in_Rel6_features_v_2003_10_10: feedback to MCC
	SWG-B
	7.5.1


5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B plenary can be found in S5-034503.  It was agreed without changes.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 Siemens to check the open question concerning subscriber certificates with their SA1 delegates
No progress was achieved on this AI due to lack of time and other SWG-B work prioritisation.  It was agreed that this action item has low priority, therefore it is withdrawn.  Information about the topic of subsctiber certificates will be brought into the group as it becomes available to the delegates.  This AI is closed.
5.1.2 Nortel to study TS 32.341
This study was performed on the available version of TS 32.341, and the result is that TS 32.341 basically contains the same requirements as TS 32.297.  This AI is closed.

With the above result, the question about the added value of the File Transfer IRP for charging was raised.  It was also discussed whether there is a need for alignment between TS 32.34x and 32.297.
It was observed that progress has been made in SWG-C on the information service specification of the FT IRP (TS 32.342).  It was therefore decided that the evolution of the FT IRP should be further analysed before a decision of its use for charging will be made.  Thus the work on TS 32.297 will focus on the sections that do not discuss the information service, as these sections may need to be aligned with the FT IRP in the future.

A new AI was assigned to Motorola to analyse TS 32.342.

5.2 Request for SA5 action from the last meeting

5.2.1 TS 32.298 for information

SA5 was requested to send Draft TS 32.298 to SA for information.  This was agreed by SA5 and the TS was sent and subsequently accepted at SA#21.  Thus version 1.0.0 was returned from SA (S5-034619) and will be the basis for future work on this TS.  See further discussion in section 7.1.2.
5.2.2 TR 32.815 for approval

SA5 was requested to send Draft TR 32.815 to SA for approval.  This was agreed by SA5 and the TS was sent and subsequently approved at SA, however with a directive that SA5 shall pursue only one of the two options recommended in the TR.  Thus eventually a CR is needed to TR 32.815 once the group has decided on that single option.  It was agreed that this decision shall be taken in the course of developing TS 32.296, as discussed already when the TR was written.  The CR to TR 32.815 to align with TS 32.296 will then be submitted in due course.
See further discussion on OCS work in sections 7.3 and 7.4.

5.2.3 New OCS WID for approval

The new WT level Work Item “Online Charging System - Rating Application” for the specification of the Re interface was approved by SA5, thus TS 32.296 as the intended output of the WI was formally created.

6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

None.
6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

None.
7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Rel-6 Feature “Charging Management”
7.1.1 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.240

S5-034634 “Draft TS 32.240 on charging architecture and principles”, version 0.5.0.
This is the new version of TS 32.240, based on the agreements of the last meeting as documented in S5-034540.  The document was not discussed due to lack of time, and was therefore carried over to the next meeting.
Open.  To be discussed at the next meeting.
This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.1.2 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.298

S5-034619 “Draft Rel-6 TS 32.298 v1.0.0”.

This is the draft of TS 32.298 that was returned from SA#21, as described in section 5.2.1 of this report.

Closed.  The next draft of the TS will be based on this document.
S5-034628 “Draft Rel-6 TS 32.298 v1.1.0”.

This document could not be delivered due to lack of time.  A new version of the TS is expected at SA5#36.
Closed, withdrawn.  The next version of the TS is expected for SA5#36 and will be submitted with a Tdoc number from that meeting.
This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.
7.2 Rel-6 WT “Interfaces to Billing Domain, Bx”
S5-034307 “Revision – first draft of TR 32.297 V0.3.0”.
Although this document contains comments to an obsolete draft of TS 32.297, some of its contents is still applicable with respect to the current TS draft.  It was agreed to discuss this document when the next available draft of TS 32.297 is discussed.  This is expected to occur at the next meeting, for which a revision of Tdoc S5-034544 (Rel-6 Draft 3GPP TS 32.297v1.1.0) is scheduled.
Open for further discussion.

WT completion is on schedule.
7.3 Rel-6 WT “OCS Interfaces Definition”
This WT was reported complete at the last meeting, however, due to SA reservations when approving the TR and a contribution on one remaining topic, this report still contains a subsection for this WT.

S5-034615 “TR 32.815 ‘OCS architecture study’ – v6.0.0”
This is the version of the TR as approved by SA#21.  The group noted that SA,although approving the TR, directed the resolution of the two recommendations into one single solution in the upcoming TSs.  It was clarified that the agreement on that solution, once it has been reached, shall also be reflected in the TR as per SA’s request, so that eventually a CR is needed.
As idscussed in earlier meetings, it was reconfirmed that the question of how to deal with the two options (2 and 3), i.e. which one to choose, will be finally resolved in the detailed work on TS 32.296.  The CR on TR 32.815 will then be submitted in due course.

Closed.  A revised version will eventually be created by CR.
S5-034629 “Correlation Function in OCS Architecture Study”.
In the previous meetings, the group had agreed that Correlation Function is for further study in Rel 7.  However, TR 32.815 leaves inconsistencies with respect to the correlation function.

•
There is a placeholder in the requirements for correlation.

•
There is no place in the architecture for correlation.

•
Clause 4 places the correlation specifically with the Account Balance Management function.

To clarify the correlation function issue, while keeping the above options open for release 7, Tdoc S5-034629 suggests the following changes:

•
Specify some straightforward functionality for the correlation function.

•
Place an isolated optional function for correlation in the architecture.

•
Suggest that any combination of the OCS internal interfaces is acceptable, thus keeping all the above options open.
•
For the sake of convenience; the reference point for Correlation is named Rc (correlation) and the reference point for Account Balance Management Rb (balance).

While some of the essence of the contribution (e.g. the architectural model, the renaming of the reference point) was not agreed, the contribution sparked a lengthy discussion on how to conclude on the “correlation” topic.  While suggestions were made to just not deal with it in Rel-7 (see introductory statement above), it was finally agreed that the basic architecture impacts must be solved in Rel-6 already.  There are basically two items that need to be resolved:

•
what exactly is the level of correlation required on the OCS (e.g. between different charging levels, or between different bearers/sessions/events on the same level, ….)?
•
what are the architectural options that the OCS must support?  E.g. when the Correlation function can be stand-alone but also integrated in the Charging Functions, then this would have an impact on the ability to integrate in the other functions as well as on the operation of the Rating Function, although the impact on the Re interface itself would be very small.

The group agreed that further investigation is needed, so all delegates took an action item to analyse this at home and bring proposals for the next meeting.  Any further discussion of this topic will occur under the WT “Online Charging System - Rating Application”.

Closed, rejected.  New contributions are needed to close this topic.

WT completion rate: the WT is completed (100%).

All future work that impacts TR 32.815 will be reported under the WT “Online Charging System - Rating Application”.
7.4 Rel-6 WT “Online Charging System - Rating Application”
S5-034630 “Draft TS 32.296v0.0.2”.

This document is the first draft of TS 32.296 “Online Charging System (OCS): Applications and Interfaces”.  The following conclusions and achievements were reached.
General:

•
multiple editorial notes were added referring to the choice of recommendation from TR 32.815;
•
the “scope” section was finetuned and aligned with the other TSs;

•
same as above for thew references section;

•
added “account” and “account balance” to the “defin itions” section, content tbd;

•
added a few abbreviations;

•
the “introduction” section was removed; no other TS currently contains this optional section.

In section 5:

•
change all online charging reference points to the notion of “Ro”;

•
the reference point labelled R? is renamed to Rd;

•
for Bo, a reference to TS 32.97 replaces the existing text;

•
the choice of protocol for Re is described as open, with Diameter, XML, SOAP and direct API as potential candidates;

•
remove substabtial segments of the text that were not found appropriate;
•
added Rr reference point and Bo reference point, the latter with a reference to Bx (TS 32.297);

•
changed the title of section 5.2 to “Functions within the OCS”;
•
introduced a new section 5.2.1 “Charging Functions”, with content from TR 32.815;

•
further editorial finetuning in section 5.2.

In section 6:

•
removed the “wallet” concept from 6.1.1.1;

•
removed the 2nd sentence in 6.1.1.1, bullet item 3, and clarified the optional support in the 3rd sentence;
•
numerous changes to the text inherited from TR 32.815, in order to make it more suitable for a TS;

•
other editorial amendments.
A new document was created that captures the above agreements (S5-034648, Draft TS 32.296v0.1.0).
Closed.  Superseded by S5-034648.
S5-034648 “Draft TS 32.296v0.1.0”.

This is the next version (0.1.0) of TS 32.296 that was generated at the end of the discussion.  It will be superseded by v0.2.0 at the next meeting.

Closed.  Will be superseded by the next version for discussion at SA5#36.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.5 Non-WT related technical items

7.5.1 Feature description for MCC database

S5-034608 “Rel5_features_v_2003_09_09: For SWG review & feedback to MCC”.

This document contains a description of the scope of work of the Rel-5 charging work items.  The group agreed that this document had some room for improvement, however, it was not found justified to spend time on amending Rel-5.  No further action was taken.
Closed, noted.

S5-034607 “OAM_CH_SM_in_Rel6_features_v_2003_08_20: For SWG review & feedback to MCC”.

This document contains a description of the scope of work of the Rel-6 charging work items.  Most of the text is inherited from the charging WIDS.
The document was reviewed intensively and numerous changes were agreed.  Consequently, it was remarked that those changes should have a reverse impact on the WIDS as well.  The SWG-B chair will look into this but no official action item was assigned.

A new document, containing only the SWG-B part, was created based on the above agreements (S5-034652).

Closed, revised from SWG-B perspective by S5-034652.

S5-034652 “OAM CH_in_Rel6_features_v_2003_10_10: feedback to MCC”.

This document contains the output of the discussion on Tdoc S5-034607.  The chair will forward it to MCC.

Closed, will be conveyed to MCC for implementation in the feature database.

8 Any other business

8.1 Discussion on potential charging reorganisation
S5-034611.  Report of last 3GPP CN meeting (SP-030503, SP-030537).

This document was contributed by MCC for information.  The report containbs a statement that SWG-B have resolved the resource problem and does not intend to move work to another WG within Rel-6.
While this statement did not raise any concenrs, delegates wondered about other documents issued by the CN leadership that were considered proof of more active involvement of CN leadership in the question of charging organisation, baiscally in favour of moving charging work into CN.  It was questioned whether these other documents were proper representations of the opinion of the respective companies’ CN delegates, as SWG-B members claimed that their CN colleagues had not agreed to trhese documents.  It was clarified that this is a CN internal issue, while the decision on charging organisation lies within SA.
At SA#21, the SA5 chair had reported that the resource problems, raised at SA#20, had been solved and no further organisational measures were needed or proposed by SA5.  However, delegates of the SA plenary queried whether charging work was properly organised in 3GPP, and claimed that there were problems witrh the current structure.  A proof of these claims could not be given.  However, SA plenary agreed to elaborate, in writing, a statement about the current status of charging work, any potential problems that could exist, and proposals how to solve these problems, if identified and agreed.  A first contribution to that document, describing the current status, had been provided by Siemens with involvement of their SA5 expertise.
Delegates were invited by the SWG-B to review this document and make comments as appropriate.  Delegates were also invited to assure that their SA delegates are informed, i.e. the same opinions should be presented by the companies at both SA5 (SWG-B) and SA.  In that context, the SA5 chair appealed strongly to all delegates to contact their SA representatives to assure a common viewpoint in all the WGs and TSGs.  As of SA#21, almost none of the companies involved in the discussion in SA5, had an opinion or participated in the discussion.  To make things worse, some companies issued contradicting views in SA5 and SA.  The point was made that all SA5 (SWG-B) delegates need to assure that their SA colleagues actively represent their interests at SA level in order to achieve a conclusion in SA that is in line with the view of the charging experts in SWG-B.
Closed, noted.

9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SWG-B meeting is scheduled from the 17th – 21st November, 2003, in Shanghai, China, hosted by CMCC.  This is a SA5 meeting with a full plenary.  Thus, there are about 15 quarters available for SWG-B work at this meeting, including plenary preparation.  Details on allocation of meeting quarters to rapporteur sessions will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-034700 (agenda/timeline) in due time, based on the agenda items and available contributions.

10 Adjournment

For the sake of optimising meeting efficiency with respect to topics/attendace, the SWG-B plenary meeting was interrupted at 11:00 on the 8th for other SWG-B RG sessions and restarted at 15:00 on the 10th.  The meeting was adjourned at 13:30 hrs local time on Saturday, 11th October 2003.

Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

None.
Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#35)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. Motorola to study TS 32.342 (5.1.2).
2. All to study the issue of correlation on the OCS (7.3).
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