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**********************    Start of Change  ***************************
5.6
Charging Characteristics

The Charging Characteristics field allows the operator to apply different kind of charging methods in the CDRs. A subscriber may have Charging Characteristics assigned to his subscription. These characteristics can be supplied by the HLR to the SGSN as part of the subscription information, and, upon activation of a PDP context, the SGSN forwards the charging characteristics to the GGSN according to the rules specified in Annex A. If no Charging Characteristics assigned for the corresponding PDP context this field shall be defined by the default value ‘FF’. 
 This information can be used by the GSNs to activate CDR generation and control the closure of the CDR or the traffic volume containers (see clause 5.15). It can also be used in nodes handling the CDRs (e.g., the CGF or the billing system) to influence the CDR processing priority and routing. These functions are accomplished by specifying the charging characteristics as sets of charging profiles and the expected behaviour associated with each profile. The interpretations of the profiles and their associated behaviours can be different for each PLMN operator and are not subject to standardisation. In the present document only the charging characteristic formats and selection modes are specified.

The functional requirements for the Charging Characteristics as well as the profile and behaviour bits are further defined in normative Annex A, including the definitions of the trigger profiles associated with each CDR type.

The format of charging characteristics field is depicted in Figure 4. Px (x =0..3) refers to the Charging Characteristics Profile index. Bits classified with a "B" may be used by the operator for non-standardised behaviour (see Annex A).

It is possible to ascribe the same semantic meanings to bits P0 through P3 as exists in release 99 technical specification TS 32.015 [12]. That is, the P3 (N) flag in the Charging Characteristics indicates normal charging, the P2 (P) flag indicates prepaid charging, the P1 (F) flag indicates flat rate charging and the P0 (H) flag indicates charging by hot billing. For example, the case where the P0 bit is turned on would correspond to the behaviour associated with the operator's own definition of Hot Billing, such as short time and volume limits for CDR closure as well as priority processing by CDR handling nodes (e.g., CGF and billing system). It is the responsibility of the PLMN operator to exactly define the meaning of the profile bits, P0 to P3, and make them compatible with the R99 flags if so required.
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Figure 4: Charging Characteristics flags
**********************    End of Change  ****************************
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