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1. Background

1.1
IRPManager can not choose the system context in run-time

The 3rd paragraph of sub-clause 4.1 of all Basic CM IRP IS, Bulk CM IRP IS and all NRM IRP IS specifications states:

“

An IRPManager using this IRP shall choose one of the two System Contexts defined here, for each NE. For instance, if an EM is responsible for managing a number of NEs, the NM shall access this IRP through the EM and not directly to those NEs.

”

The first sentence of the quoted paragraph is misleading.  One can interpret that the IRPManager, using the subject IRP, can choose the system context in run-time.  

In fact, the IRPManager cannot choose the system context within which it manages any NE at run time.  Also, the IRPManager cannot determine, by examining the protocols exchanged via the Itf-N, if System context A or System context B is being used for the management of a particular NE.  

The system context, for the management of any NE, is a choice of the vendor when it implements the IRPAgent and the managed NE(s).  In all cases, the criteria for the choice are not a subject matter of 3GPP standardization work. 
1.2 System Context is only applicable to Interface IRPs
The System Context subclause is not relevant to (or at least not necessary to have in) all NRM IRPs and Data Definition IRPs. It should only be relevant to the Interface IRPs, since it is in the latter that the interface context is defined. The NRM IRPs and Data Definition IRPs are always “slaves” to the Interface IRPs in that their data can not be accessed in a standard way over Itf-N without using an Interface IRP.
Proposal
a) Remove the System Context subclause from all NRM and Data Definition IRPs. This change is not further shown here below, as it is quite obvioius how such a change would look like.
b) For the Basic CM IRP IS, Bulk CM IRP IS and Kernel CM IRP IS, to avoid the wrong interpretation, we have proposed a modification to the 3rd paragraph.  Please see the tracked changes in the following page.

If the proposed changes are acceptable, then we will draft set of CRs to correct the Bulk CM IRP IS, Basic CM IRP IS, Kernel CM IRP IS and all NRM IRP IS specifications for Release 5 and Release 4.

<Example from Basic CM IRP IS>

…
4
System overview

4.1
System context

Figure 4.1 and 4.2 identify system contexts of the IRP defined by the present specification in terms of its implementation called IRPAgent and the user of the IRPAgent, called IRPManager.  For a definition of IRPManager and IRPAgent, see 3GPP TS 32.102 [2]. 

The IRPAgent implements and supports this IRP. The IRPAgent can reside in an Element Manager (EM) or a Network Element (NE) (see also [2] clause 8). In the former case, the interfaces (represented by a thick dotted line) between the EM and the NEs is not the subject of this IRP. 

A NE can be managed via System Context A or B.  The criterion of choosing System Context A or B, to manage a particular NE, is outside the scope of 3GPP standardization.  
The vendor makes that choice when it implements the IRPAgent and the managed NE(s).  For instance, a vendor may choose System Context A for the management of a group of NEs., and it may choose System Context B for the management of a single NE.
An IRPAgent supports one of the two System Contexts.  By observing the interaction across this Itf-N, an IRPManager cannot deduce if EM and NE are integrated in a single system or if they run in separate systems.


Figure 4.1: System Context A



Figure 4.2: System Context B
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