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The advantages for modelling the PLMN, LA, RA and SA as objects are:

· It improves the performance for use cases Moving a Cell, Assigning a Cell to an Area, Topology View of the system (which is used for Network Surveillance etc.). Refresh of topology view is done rather frequently.

· Decrease the RNC implementations (e.g. consistency checks) for reparenting.

· It also decreases the number of attributes that needs to be changed for a reparenting.

· It is more future proof as it supports IuFlex and Shared Networks better than the existing model.

· It solves the problem that T-Mobile talk about: That for an operator that has operations in neighbouring countries, it can have one RNC that manages cells in different countries, i.e. the cells have different PLNM identities.

The Ericsson proposal in S5-0366623 is not backwards compatible. As the NRMs are not backwards compatible any way in Rel-6, as attributes are added to some IOCs, it gives an opportunity to make another non-backwards compatible change of the same magnitude.

