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TS 32.297 Interface Description to the Billing Domain

Dear charging colleagues!

The following issues should be discussed in the SA5-SWGB.

General issue: 

Backwards compatibility

The CDR file format with a trailer is valid for the CS domain. This CDR file format has to be to handle in the billing domain by a corresponding file handler. In case of a new CDR file format (e.g. for PS domain) that includes a header the file handler has to be changed completely. The effort in the BD to handle different types of CDR file formats (e.g. CS and PS domain or pre-Rel.6 and Rel.6 PS domain) at the same time is very high and should be avoided. A new gateway function (mediation) that is common for all CDR storage network elements (e.g. SMS-Center, MMS-R/S, HLR etc.) can be used to ensure backwards compatibility with less effort. 

Editorial issues: 

Header Format

The size of one byte for a time stamp is not sufficient (Octet 23 and 24). 

The size of one byte for the numbers of CDRs is not sufficient (Octet 25).

The size of two bytes for the sequence number is not sufficient (Octet 26 and 27).

File Management and Transfer Mode

The statement “Files can be transferred to the BD in one, both, of following modes” is unclear formulated.  Can be selected the transfer direction exclusively or not and at which time?

The editor note “Add how to handle retransmissions …” is an important customer requirement and should be discussed more in detail.

