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The current draft TS 32.681 (latest version in S5-36435r1) contains a requirement on inventory notifications:

6. Interface-N shall support notifications and shall automatically issue a notification when a new NE is installed,  or when an Inventory unit is changed. (For further study). 

This requirement is contradictory to another section of the draft TS:

In the preface (clause 4) it is explained that inventory data is static data, which “is not changed frequently during the normal operation.”

A real-time mechanism like a notification is therefore not necessarily required.

The preface also states that inventory data “is basically independent of the operation status of the related equipment/units”.

A notification informing about completion of installation or change is nothing else than another representation of an operation status.

Finally the same section defines that inventory data is “basically independent of configuration management”. The use cases explained so far for inventory notification imply that such notifications could become a prerequisite for e.g. configuration management actions to objects supported by the inventory units. This would be no independence any more.

There are also practical and economic reasons not to force inventory units to issue inventory notifications: 

This would require every inventory unit to have a real-time interface towards the element manager and finally Itf-N. This is not the case today and is not very likely - or very costly - in the future. 

Most of the use cases for inventory notifications instead can be covered by already existing notifications or by vendor specific extensions to them.

Conclusion:

It is proposed to delete requirement 6 on inventory notifications.
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