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The specification work for the Telecom management aspects of the specific entities of the mobile system has not taken off and is not a part of our release 5 delivery, except for charging functionality in some entities.

The SA5 chairman has requested help and expertise at the SA plenary to identify requirements specific to these entities but still no such experts have submitted any material on this matter.

In early SA5 work one of the solution sets for interface-N identified to primarily address this area was the SNMP solution set. The limitation of the SNMP protocol would not be of any significant problem for entities not present in large numbers in our networks as the SSE’s identified today.

Contacts with SWG-C and email discussions encouraging us to start up work with the SNMP solution set has still not got any fruitful outcome, primarily caused by the heavy workload for SWG-C and of course the fundamental working procedure that we are contributor driven. No contributions – no outcome.

There seems to be a high probability now that SA5 will not deliver standards in this area in a timely manner.

3GPP SA5 has the full responsibility to standardise the management aspects of the 3G network and significant amount of new types of entities have been introduced in release 5 and more are to come in release 6.

A pragmatic approach to this problem would be to limit the management scope and focus on two of the most important functional areas for operators namely charging and fault management.  Charging has such a driving force of it’s own that it’s unlikely that charging streams will be left aside (IMS charging !).

Fault management on the other hand seems presently to be left open with high probability of great difficulties for operators in the network surveillance process.

Early in 3GPP SA5 work was expressed the necessity to inherit solutions from other bodies to cope with all the new types of network elements and the merge of the telecom- and the internet worlds.

Management of SSE’s seems to be the focal point in SA5 of this merge and let’s inherit some solutions to deliver our task to manage 3G networks !

The “de facto management standard” of the internet world - SNMP, already plays important parts in our networks and are likely to be the first choice of management paradigm for the vendors in this area. One of the problems 3G operators will have to face, if no other requirement is defined in SA5, will probably be to handle a lot of different MIB’s for alarminformation.  Different information models for alarm information will create severe difficulties for the operators to have a network management view of their resources.

SA5 has expressed it’s intention to follow ITU-T specifications in the area of telecom management wherever suitable for our management needs. Alarm information models adopted for SNMP (ITU Alarm MIB) have been developed in the IETF community and could serve as an “inheritable standard” for our needs.

Earlier versions of this IETF draft have been introduced but not discussed in SWG-A.

See the following IETF Internet draft:

http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-disman-alarm-mib-09.txt
This proposal suggests to adopt a pragmatic approach to the management of the SSE’s namely to focus on Fault management in the OAM work and evaluate the ITU ALARM MIB, SNMP based solution presented above as a baseline requirement for the management of SSE’s. 
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