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1. Overall Description:

The GTP specifications in TS 29.060 defines the use of specific Cause Values to indicate the acceptance or the rejection of a corresponding request.  These cause values are the parent specifications for GTP and are inherited to GTP’ which is a derived protocol for charging applications.  Therefore, all the cause values of GTP are also valid for GTP’.

In one specific case, early versions of TS 29.060 specified that the Cause Value number 198 was used to denote a rejection of the message due to a “Version not supported”.  Based on the inheritance of GTP into  GTP’, charging applications use code # 198 to indicate that a certain Version of CDRs are not being supported.  In later versions, starting from June 2001, this Cause value has been changed in TS 29.060 and it is now listed as “For future use”.  This change that was implemented in Rel-99, Rel-4 and Rel-5 makes applications that are derived from GTP unworkable. 

As a result of this serious consequences CN4 is kindly requested to reinstall the original Cause Value 198 to its original meaning “Version not supported” in Rel 99, Rel-4 and Rel-5 versions of TS 29.060.

CN4 is also kindly reminded that any changes to previously specified Cause Values may have inadvertent affect on charging applications and should be avoided.   If CN4 feels that SA5 should try to separate this strong link between the two protocols and completely define all the Cause Values that may be used for charging, such an effort may be undertaken in Rel-6. 

2. Actions:

To CN4 group.

ACTION: 
SA5 asks CN4 group to take the following actions:

1. Reinsert the definition of the Cause Value #198 in TS 29.060, Rel-99, Rel-4 and Rel-5, to mean “Version not supported”.

2. For Rel-6 CN4 should decide if it wishes to separate the Cause values in GTP from those in GTP’.  CN4 is kindly requested to inform SA5 regarding their decision and inform in their reply the actions taken to resolve the unworkable situation that has been created.
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