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Work Item Description

Title 
Backward Compatibility (Rel6)

1

3GPP Work Area

	X
	Radio Access

	X
	Core Network

	X
	Services

	
	Terminals


2

Linked work items

· Network Infrastructure Management (OAM-NIM)
3

Justification

Given that 

· 3GPP is publishing the IRP specifications rapidly, i.e., one major release and multiple sub-releases per year; and will continue to do so in the future, and

· Vendors are making products that support vendor specific extension (VSE) that are based on 3GPP IRP specifications; and

· Operators are planning to use 3GPP IRP to manage large multi-vendor networks; and

· Operators may want to use a managing system that is in compliant to vendor-A VSE (that is based on 3GPP IRP specifications) to manage multi-vendor managed systems that may not be supporting vendor-A VSE but are supporting vendor-B VSE (that is based on 3GPP IRP specifications); and 

· It requires less coordination and less service disruption that managing systems and managed systems upgrades, in a large network, be done in a gradual basis (e.g., upgrade western region’s Alarm IRP Agents first, then upgrade the eastern region’s Alarm IRP Agents, then central Alarm IRP Managers in 3 stages); and

· It is inconceivable that, in a large multi-vendor network, all IRPManagers (may be from various vendors) and IRPAgents (may be from various vendors as well) must use the same 3GPP specification release at all time;

There is a need for 3GPP to specify an open standard mechanism to allow interoperability between IRPManagers and IRPAgents using different 3GPP major release and minor release specifications.

The work on this topic has begun in Release 5 under the Work Task “Backward Compatibility”.  The Requirements on the topic of Backward Compatibility has been discussed within SWG-C Rapporteur group.  This WID is a continuation of the task to further refine the Requirements, and to specify the Information Service and appropriate Solution Sets to support the Requirements.

4

Objective

To specify the Requirements, Information Service and appropriate Solution Sets for the topic on Backward Compatibility. 

5

Service Aspects



None

6

MMI-Aspects



None

7

Charging Aspects



None

8 Security Aspects
None

9 Impacts
	Affects:
	UICC apps
	ME
	AN
	CN
	Others

	Yes
	
	
	X
	X
	

	No
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Don't know
	
	
	
	
	


10
Expected Output and Time scale (to be updated at each plenary) 

	New specifications

	Spec No.
	Title
	Prime rsp. WG
	2ndary rsp. WG(s)
	Presented for information at plenary#
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	32.cde
	Backward Compatibility – Requirements
	SA5
	
	TSG SA #18
Dec 2002
	TSG SA #19
March 2003
	

	32.cde
	Information Service to be decided.
	SA5
	
	TSG SA #18
Dec 2002
	TSG SA #19
March 2003
	

	32.cde
	Solution Sets to be decided
	
	
	TSG SA #18
Dec 2002
	TSG SA #19
March 2003
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Affected existing specifications

	Spec No.
	CR
	Subject
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


11

Work item rapporteurs



Edwin Tse

12

Work item leadership

SWG-C
13

Supporting Companies

Ericsson, Motorola, Telia, Vodafone UK, AWS, CMCC, Nortel Networks.

14

Classification of the WI (if known)

	
	Feature (go to 14a)

	
	Building Block (go to 14b)

	X
	Work Task (go to 14c)


14c
The WI is a Work Task: parent Building Block

OAM-NIM

