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Background

In S2 Liaison Statement to SA5 on Entities of the mobile system (Tdoc S2-022048/S5-020526), S2 states among other things the following:

· “About the proposed definition of "Service Specific Entities", SA2 does not have any concern and encourages the SA5's initiative of adding it into TR 21.905 ("Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications").”

· “SA2 hopes to have answered all SA5 questions related to the Network Architecture and to the figure called "3G Entities Management Map": SA2 does not encourage SA5 to maintain such a figure but to use TS 23.002 instead and enhance it as needed via SA2 delegates.”

SA5 submitted a proposed CR to include a definition of “Service Specific Entities” according to the first bullet.

A response LS from SA2 on this matter is found in tdoc S5-022410.

Telia AB has via its SA2 delegates submitted a change request with a general update of TS23.002 according to the second bullet, found in S2-022726/S5-022419. This contribution was reported by the Telia delegates to have been discussed violently at the SA2 meeting October 14-18, 2002 in Beijing, China. Strong reactions were raised about the suggested introduction of a figure of the entities of the mobile system. Mainly manufactures believed that the “service specific” nodes did not belong in the document and that any duplication of information should be avoided.

Later discussions during the meeting resulted in a shift of opinion among most companies and there was an agreement that the scope of 23.002 should be changed to allow duplication and provide an overview of the whole 3G Network architecture. Support was, in the end, given for Telia’s opinion and hopefully the scope of 23.002 will change in the coming meetings. 

Nevertheless the CR to update TS23.002 was rejected.

SA5 is probably one of the groups most generally affected by the Network architecture document TS 23.002.

If the material is updated, SA5 can use this standard, as it’s prime source to identify the entities needed to be managed in a 3G network. If not updated and without guiding of SA2, SA5 will probably have a very complicated task to identify the entities in a 3G network, their final status in the different releases - resulting in a high probability of uncoordinated work between the different groups.

· With the low ambition to keep this document updated, the intention, status and usability of 3GPP TS 23.002 Network Architecture must now be questioned.

· The SA2  “LS on the definition of Service Specific Entities in TS 21.905” 
(tdoc S5-022410) and the discussion at SA2 Beijing meeting indicates contradictory views compare to the S2 “Liaison Statement to SA5 on Entities of the mobile system” (tdoc S2-022048/S5-020526).
Companies sharing the Telia view of the need of an architectural document for the 3G Network are encouraged to via their SA2 delegates support such initiatives.

