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1. Overall Description:

SA5 would like to thank SA2 and CN4 for their liaison statements on the transfer of the IMS Charging ID (ICID) to the SGSN. SA5 has noted SA2’s recommendation to NOT transfer the ICID to the SGSN.
SA5 would like to emphasize that SA5 does NOT intend to use ICIDs to facilitate correlation of CDRs. 
SA2 has correctly identified that efficient processing of CDRs is the motivator of SA5’s request. Hence, in order to allow for the efficient processing of GPRS CDRs (including S-CDRs), SA5 requires the availability of an IMS session identifier in the SGSN. As such, to facilitate the billing processes, operators essentially need the capability to sort/route GGSN CDRs and SGSN CDRs within the billing environment on a per IMS session basis. This type of sorting/routing is required in order to perform various billing processes within an operator’s billing chain. 

Since several PDP contexts may be involved in one particular IMS session one would not be able to resolve this requirement by adding a simple “IMS-flag” (as recommended by CN3 in their LS N3-020507) into the GPRS CDRs indicating the involvement of a PDP context in an IMS session. Hence, a unique IMS session identifier (such as the ICID) is needed in the GPRS CDRs to carry out an appropriate sorting/routing.

SA5 broached the technical concerns as listed in S2-021522, which SA2 considers being related to an implementation of the above listed requirement. In particular, regarding the requirement that “Multiple IMS sessions may use the same PDP context”, SA5 has concluded that:

· If Multiple IMS sessions are allowed to use the same PDP context, the concept of having the ICID in GPRS CDRs even in the “GGSN only case” may NOT be appropriate and would need to be re-analysed.

SA5 would like to elaborate further on the above listed item with regard to the potential impacts on the basic charging principles and existing charging requirements. 

Under the current circumstances, while SA5 re-analyses this new information regarding the relationship between IMS sessions and PDP contexts and its impacts, SA5 does NOT currently require CN4 to implement the transfer of the ICID towards the SGSN. However, after the re-analysis, if SA5 determines that there will be NO adverse impacts, SA5  would like to return to CN4/SA2 with the “ICID in SGSN” requirement to retain the concept of having the ICID in GPRS CDRs (including S-CDRs).
2. Actions:

ACTION to: 
SA2

SA5 kindly asks SA2 to provide any useful information on the relationship between IMS sessions and GPRS PDP contexts. In particular SA5 would like to know the status of this relationship within the scope of Rel-5. 
In order to allow SA5 to carry out further analysis of this aspect and its impacts on charging, SA5 would appreciate getting a briefing on how SA2 plans to deal with this issue in further 3GPP Releases. 
ACTION to: 
CN4

None.
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