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This contribution presents some high level requirements of Inventory Management IRP reflecting Siemens' understanding and position.

· Just like all other IRPs the Inventory Management IRP defines an access/reference point for IRP Managers to access network management information managed by an element management system. It is not a super interface integrating other IRPs like Basic CM IRP or Bulk CM IRP.

· IRP Managers may require accessing Inventory Management IRP and other IRPs for various management tasks at network management level or service management level. Analyzing the general requirements from viewpoints of IRP Managers for such management tasks at higher levels cannot replacing the analysis of specific requirements of Inventory Management IRP at the element management level. It shall be specified clearly and explicitly what are required for design of the Inventory Management IRP at the Itf-N.

· Inventory Management at the element management level is not an extension of configuration management. The Inventory Management IRP shall be designed in such a way that an IRP Agent may implement this IRP efficiently without implementing Basic CM IRP or Bulk CM IRP. 

· IRP Agents are management entities at the network element level. Inventory Management IRP shall not burden IRP Agents with analysis, correlation and planning tasks belonging to the network or even service management level.

· The basic tasks of the Inventory Management IRP is

· to provide an efficient mechanism enabling IRP Managers to

· request an IRP Agent to prepare inventory data of a certain part of the current network for uploading,

· to checking the status of data preparing in the IRP Agent, 

· to request the IRP Agent to alert the IRP Manager when the data preparation is completed and to 

· upload a well prepared package of inventory data;

· to provide a standard data format so that all IRP Managers and IRP Agents involved have a common understanding of the inventory data.

· The inventory data 

· are the static data about the hardware equipment and software/middleware/firmware units constructing a  real network elements managed by the concerned element manager. Static data are the data which

· are usually provided by vendors and are basically vendor-specific,

· are basically independent of the operation status of the related equipment/units,

· are not changed frequently during the normal operation,

· cannot be updated by Itf-N interfaces and are

· basically independent of configuration management;

· may either integrated in the related equipment/units or be assigned to the related equipment/units during the installation;

· may include simple indications linking the static data to the related managed objects in the network resource model;

· may include data showing related static relations among equipment and units, e.g. card A is in slot B or equipment C is driven by software unit D. 

It is required in R5 that the inventory data are grouped with relation to ManagedElement and can be scoped and filtered only at this layer.
