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Introduction

AWS presented the background and motivation for the alignment of the 3GPP Notification IRP Corba Solution Set [4] with the ITU Corba Framework [2] in contribution S5C010404-Alignment of Notification IRP with ITU Corba Framework [8]. This contribution was discussed in detail at SA5#23, SWG-C, RG WT03. The report of that meeting is contained in S5C010443rev1-WT03-Report-detail [9].

This contribution is a response to the discussion that took place. This response includes revisions to AWS’ proposal for changes to the Notification IRP.

AWS Proposal For Alignment 

AWS proposes the following changes be made to TS 32.303. (Revision marks have been used in this section to highlight the changes to the AWS proposal from the original proposal.)
1) The 3GPP Notification IRP: Corba Solution Set will be modified so that Notifications sent from the agent to the manager will use long names. Specifically, the Notification Agent will convert notifications at the interface itf-N to be compliant with ITU Q.816 [2,10] subclause 6.2 NOTIF 7.

2) The additional changes to the notification format to align it with the ITU format will also be made. The changes, which remain to be specifically agreed upon, will not change any functionality of the 3GPP Notification IRP.

3) An optional Solution Set dependant parameter may be added (if this is the wish of SA5) to the subscribe Operation. This parameter will control the use of long or short names. If this parameter is not supported then long names will be used.
4) The 3GPP Notification IRP: Corba Solution Set will be modified so that it conforms to ITU Q.816 [2,10] subclause 6.2 NOTIF 9. This will be done by incorporating the OBF Quality of Service parameters, ConnectionReliability and EventReliability, into the solution set. These parameters will be set as follows: ConnectionReliability = Persistent and EventReliability = Persistent or EventReliability = BestEffort.
5) A Conformance section, which is now required by TS 32.102, be added to TS 32.303 that will state what is required for an implementation of TS 32.303 to claim conformance to the ITU Recommendation Q.816 [2,10]. Specifically, this conformance statement will include  the requirements that an implementation must meet in order to claim conformance to the ITU Corba Framework when the appropriate parameter values have been selected for the Subscribe Operation.
6) It is noted that 3GPP specifications do not yet support an Enhanced Current Alarm Summary Control managed object as specified in Recommendation Q.821-corba [16] alarm synchronization. It is strongly recommended that SA5 pursue this standardization. Without such standardization, vendors may have to support this object in a vendor specific manner if the wish to claim compliance to Q.816.

AWS seeks SA5’s agreement in principle to these proposed changes before seeking resources to prepare the actual Change Requests.
It is also noted that if this proposal is accepted, some changes would also be required to the text of the Notification IRP Requirements and IS specifications. In addition, changes would be required to the Corba Solution Set specifications for all IRPs that use the Notification IRP. There should be no reason to change the specifications for any Solution Sets other that Corba Solution Sets.
AWS Response

The principal objection to the AWS proposal seems to be the inefficiency of the ITU use of long names. AWS is puzzled by the strength with which this objection is put forth. This concern with efficiency is inconsistent with the current pattern of standardization within 3GPP, and specifically with the standardization of solutions that use XML. A major premise of the use of XML is, in effect, to use long names in messages to provide human readable text over the wire. It would appear that the preferred solution for PM is the XML solution, which will yield a voluminous increase in data over the wire as compared to an ASN.1 solution or as compared to notifications with long names. Currently, the only available specification for active CM requires XML. We do not understand how the drive for an efficient Notification IRP is consistent, for example, with a simultaneous reluctance to provide a Corba solution for Active CM as an alternative to the XML one.

However, if vendors are still concerned that some operators will find their product inefficient, the option proposed above to let the manager choose to use either long or short names would be acceptable to AWS and should resolve any lingering concerns. 

We do not believe that the inefficiency of the long names is an issue in aligning the 3GPP Notification IRP with the ITU Corba Framework.

Finally, AWS can see no substantial reason not to align the 3GPP Notification IRP with the Corba Framework or at least to allow operation in a mode that is aligned.  3GPP is asking regional standards bodies to adopt 3GPP specifications without making any revisions to them. These regional bodies generally adopt standards that are consistent with ITU_T standards when this is reasonable in the context of their regional needs. It seems unreasonable to AWS, that 3GPP should ask these regional standards bodies to adopt a standard such a 3GPP’s Notification IRP specification if it is specifically misaligned with the corresponding ITU version and there is no reasonable justification for this misalignment. 
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