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From: Truss Michael-mtruss01

Sent: 13 July 2001 03:58

To: 'Charles.Lo@vodafone-us.com'

Cc: John Mudge (E-mail); David Milham (E-mail); Thaddeus Kobylarz

(E-mail)

Subject: RE: question on LS to CN5 on OSA

Charles,

Thanks for your e-mail, and taking the time to look into the SA5 liaison. My understanding is that the 

OSA content charging API is in the opinion of SA5 linked to its work, but I am not certain which one or 

if both API's you mention are involved.

On the SA5 Charging work I have not been deeply involved so I am now copying the chair of the SA5 Charging 

group (Thad Kobylarz ATTWS) and the Vodafone delegate to SA5 (John Mudge) on your e-mail, also David Milham 

from BT who was key in highlighting the overlap/impacts.

Also it is worth pointing out that the SA5 liaison was highlighting not only a Charging API overlap, 

(though reading it again I realise now it might be interpreted that way) but also a more general impact on 

OSS/BSS systems, These systems will need to consider how to best support OSA API's in general. As the OSS 

space is primarily in SA5's area there is an interest in the group in more clearly identifying those impacts. 

The timing of your e-mail is opportune as SA5 is meeting next week. I expect Thad, John and David may wish to 

now look into the details of your e-mail and we will reply to you.

Thanks again for initiating the discussion.

Best Regards

Michael

-----Original Message-----

From: Charles.Lo@vodafone-us.com [mailto:Charles.Lo@vodafone-us.com]

Sent: 12 July 2001 16:30

To: Michael.Truss

Subject: question on LS to CN5 on OSA

Hi Michael,

I work for Vodafone in the US and have been following the OSA

standardization in the 3GPP with some interest.  I am part of a products

and services organization building mobile portal platforms for Vodafone

operating companies, and currently assessing OSA as an enhanced

middleware/services architecture for our core product.  In particular I am

interested in the commerce/payment interface work progress in OSA towards

supporting m-commerce features we'd like to build into our portal.  I

attended this week's SA1#12 meeting in Lake Tahoe and saw the LS provided

by SA5 to CN5, copied to SA1.  I am unclear what is specifically addressed

by SA5 in this LS.

Below I have extracted the key text of the LS:

===============

SA5 have identified some potential overlap between the scope of SA5

Telecommunications Management work items and  OSA work items within 3GPP.

Based upon a cursory examination of OSA there appear to be a number of

issues that need to be resolved jointly between CN5 and SA5.  Specifically

these are:

1.   The Charging  work area falls primarily within the scope of SA5. A

work task exists within a SA5 Charging Work Item that addresses service

related charging for IMS and therefore SA5 believes an overlap exists with

OSA Charging.

2.   The administrative APIs will need to be supported by OSS (Operations

Support Systems) and BSS (Business Support Systems) functions. These APIs

need to be supported by interfaces (APIs) to OSS /BSS systems. This, we

understand, is considered to be out of scope by CN5.  As service providers

move from using custom developed OSS Applications towards the use of

Commercial off-the-shelf Products (COTS) so these interfaces now need to be

publicly specified so as to support Service Provider procurement.

3.   These Administrative APIs should be developed jointly with SA5 since

such management interfaces fall within the scope of SA5

SA5 propose that both CN5 and SA5 compare their architecture documents,

with each other and with 23.002 (SA2's Network Architecture), so as to

position the OSA and Telecommunications Management work with the 3GPP

Network Architecture. This would facilitate a comparison of the scope of

OSA and Telecommunications Management work to establish the gaps and

overlap.

===============

I believe SA5's comments above refers to the OSA Content Charging API

(specified in R4 OSA) and that such interface specification appears to be

tightly linked to, if not indeed infringing upon, SA5's overall charter on

Charging work.  I see two distinct interfaces or APIs on this issue.  One

exists between the Application (e.g. belonging to an online merchant) and

the OSA Gateway, i.e. the OSA Content Charging API.  The second exists

between the OSA Gateway and the operator's BSS/OSS, e.g. Billing system, so

that the OSA API can effect appropriate communications with the BSS/OSS,

for example to verify the user's prepaid account balance is adequate and in

turn reserve/deduct amount from that account  for impending goods purchase.

Is SA5''s concern that the latter interface should be developed as a

standardized interface to BSS/OSS (to allow procurement of COTS products),

and that such work fits within the charter of SA5 (i.e. CN5 should not be

specifying this)?  Or is the concern the development of the OSA interface

between application and OSA gateway also requires SA5 involvement/blessing

from a work charter/ownership perspective?

Thanks for your clarification in advance,

Regards,

Charles
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