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SA5 would like to thank ITU-T SG4 for its liaison entitled “Progress on the use of CORBA in the TMN” from the SG4 meeting on 19 January 2001. The attached final versions of the X.780, Q.816 and M.3120 recommendations as well as the current versions of the CORBA based Alarm Management and Performance Management have been made available to the SA5 Rapporteur groups which have contributed to the following comments.

1) SA5 would like to thank ITU-T SG4 for the changes made to the CORBA Framework Recommendation Q.816 to address requirements of the wireless industry.

Regarding the relationship between Q.816 conformance and 3GPP Notification Integration Reference Point (IRP): CORBA solution set, your liaison statement states:

“We have modified the conformance sections of Q.816 to allow the option of using your "Notification Integration Reference Point: CORBA solution set" service as an alternative to the OMG Notification service.  We have allowed this service to be used as a normative alternative to the OMG service.”

We welcome and are encouraged regarding your decision to make such modification to Q.816 conformance section.  However, the new Q.816 text regarding this point is ambiguous and does not reflect precisely your decision, as captured in your liaison statement. 

The new but ambiguous Q.816 text in section 8.1.1 reads:

“An implementation claiming conformance to the Notification Service requirements must:

· Support either:

-  the CORBA Notification Service version specified in Section 5.2., or,

-  the 3gpp NotificationIRPOperations interface specified in reference [13].

· Support all of the Notification Service requirements specified in Section 6.2.”

 To correctly reflect our understanding of the meeting results and your liaison statement, the above text should be replaced with the following text:

“An implementation claiming conformance to the Notification Service requirements must:

· Support either:

a) the CORBA Notification Service version specified in Section  5.2 and all of the Notification Service requirements specified in Section 6.2;

or 

b)    the 3GPP Notification Integration Reference Point : CORBA solution set [13].”

2) In order to understand better your liaison statement and the Q.816 changes we have the following questions:

a) In the view of SG4, are the 3GPP Notification IRP specifications 32.106-2 and 32.106-3, aligned with SG4’s current view of Q.816?

b) If not, what is SG4’s current view of what must be done to achieve alignment between the SG4 CORBA framework and both the information service (TS 32.106-2) and the CORBA Solution Set (TS 32.106-3)?

3) We note that you are working on amendments to X.780 and Q.816 for coarse-grained access and look forward to reviewing this material.  We would like to inform you that 3GPP plans to document our solution for coarse-grain access used in 3GPP specifications and provide it to your July meeting. We would appreciate if you took our solution into consideration for your work to facilitate our common goal of standards alignment.

4) We note that you are working on the sub-setting of OMG notification service and we look forward to reviewing this material.  We would like to inform you that our Notification IRP: CORBA solution set 32.106-3 does not expose all OMG Notification operations to the Manager (i.e., sub-setting decision made).  In your sub-setting work, we would like you to take into consideration our sub-setting decision to facilitate the goal of standards alignment.

5) 3GPP SA5 has a Release 5 work item to conduct a feasibility study to align 3GPP SA5 CORBA network management solution with the ITU-T CORBA framework described in ITU-T X.780 and ITU-T Q.816. 3GPP SA5 Release 5 is currently scheduled for completion in March 2002. Your amendments to Q.816 and X.780 will likely have a major impact on this study. Attached to this liaison is one member company’s input to such a feasibility study. 
6) We recognise that Q.816 supports the use of Typed Notification (re: your liaison statement bullet 4).  In our Notification IRP Release 5 work, we will consider the use of Typed Notification as well.

7) We understand that SG 4 has agreed to progress new FM (Q.821-CORBA) and PM (Q.822-CORBA) recommendations (based on ITU-T Q.821 and ITU-T Q.822) which are compliant to the ITU-T CORBA framework.  In your current work on the draft Q.821, we would like you to take into consideration our current standard 3GPP Alarm IRP: CORBA solution set 32.111-3 to facilitate the goal of standards alignment.

To be considered by 3GPP SA5 for its Release 5, the ITU-T Q.821 and ITU-T Q.822 documents, or any ITU-T CORBA solutions, would be required to be available in the September 2001 time frame.  

The 3GPP SA5 FM RG currently has an active Release 5 work item to consider alignment of existing FM features with Q.821 and is willing to take in consideration Q.821 when introducing new features. This work item affects both CMIP and CORBA implementations. This alignment study has not yet been started.

Regarding 3GPP SA5 PM RG activities, 

· the PM RG does not specify a PM IRP in Release 4 (June 2001), which implies that the PM group will not review, and provide comments to, the ITU-T specifications in the Release 4 timeframe; the work plan for a PM IRP in Release 5 is currently limited to threshold management and managing file transfer and contents.

· the PM RG expects to re-use existing material from SA5, thereby alignment of PM with the ITU-T CORBA framework would be determined by the outcome of the feasibility study mentioned in item 5 of this LS
· the next priority is to re-use existing specification from other groups outside of SA5 (e.g. for PM specific functions and/or interfaces), thereby minimising the reinvention factor;

8) Finally, you should note that we found the M.3010 TMN conformance and compliance text useful in creating a general requirement regarding UMTS TMN conformance which we added to 32.102. In this task, we identified the need for extending M.3010 to address CORBA conformance and ask that you address this issue and inform us of your conclusions.

3GPP SA5 wishes to continue monitoring these documents and plans to submit comments and concerns to you if appropriate.

Please contact 3GPP SA5 if you have any questions, comments or concerns. 

Thank you,
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