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2. Introduction

At the SA5#18 meeting a number of companies that participate in the TMF MCCM Catalyst Team project proposed that the CM RG Release 5 work item “Bulk CM” be changed to Release 4. The representative for AT&T Wireless Services (AWS) objected to the change being made at that meeting because the change was first proposed at that meeting and AWS had no opportunity to consider it and respond. 

AWS has now considered the Bulk CM work item and its priority among the other Release 5 CM work items. 

In this contribution, AWS wishes state its concerns regarding the completion of Bulk CM in Release 4, identify other work items that AWS considers to be of equal or higher priority, and AWS’ expectations for the satisfactory standardization of Bulk CM.

3. AWS’ Priorities for Release 5 Work Items

First, AWS wishes to be clear that it considers Bulk CM a useful and desirable feature. AWS does not wish to prevent its standardization. At the same time, AWS wishes that the standardization of Bulk CM be done with consideration to the entire body of existing and planned SA5 standardization.

Among the CM Release 5 work items [1] there are several work items that AWS considers as having a greater priority than Bulk CM. Some of them may be adversely impacted if Bulk CM is standardized first. (Note that Bulk CM is used here to refer to the pair of work items, “GSM-UMTS Inter-system handover” and “CM Bulk Data transfer”, in the proposed work plan.) Specifically, the following work items are more critical to AWS than Bulk CM:

1. Active CM introduction (non-bulk)

2. CORBA Framework Unification

T-Mobile was emphatic that they did not want Active CM for the configuration management of network resources. T-Mobile is satisfied to use Bulk CM for configuration management of network resources in all cases. AWS disagrees with this position and believes that Active CM for configuration management of resources is a required capability and should have already been standardized. AWS believes, that if Bulk CM is standardized in R4 then Active CM for configuration management of resources must also be. It would appear that Randall Scheer, Lucent, also supports this position [2].

AWS strongly wishes to see the 3GPP SA5 Corba Solution Sets aligned with the ITU Corba Framework. AWS is concerned that as more 3GPP Corba Solution Sets are created that are not aligned with the ITU Framework, the more difficult it will be to unify the Frameworks. AWS would prefer that Corba Framework unification take place before any additional Corba Solution Sets are created. Alternatively, AWS believes that any new Corba Solution Sets such as Bulk CM must be aligned with the current ITU view of the Corba Framework standards.

In addition, the following work items are at least as important to AWS as Bulk CM:

1. Extensions to the generic part of Basic CM IRP Network Resource Model

2. Enhancements To UTRAN Network Resource Model

3. State Management

4. Network Resource Model For Core Network resources/functions

AWS believes that these work items are important and would not want to see the completion of them in Release 5 jeopardized. We believe that without the completion of this work items, the value of both Active CM and Bulk CM are diminished.

4. AWS Supports Lucent’s Expectations for Bulk CM

The following text is extracted from S5-000042 which contains an email from Randall Scheer, Lucent. The email, entitled “Re: SA5/CM proposal for Rel4 - 3GPP SA5 CM Bulk CM data up-/download over Itf-N”, states Randall’s expectations for the expected Bulk CM contribution that AWS completely supports. The following is the text from that email.
Lucent Technologies is one of the members of the MCCM Catalyst Team. We support the initiative to have Bulk Data Transfer in 3GPP SA5 and are looking forward to seeing complete and reviewable contributions in the following areas:

1. Active CM - Including setting attributes, adding a new element to a set-based attribute, removing an element from a set-based attribute, managed object creation, managed object deletion, managed object actions, supported name binding rules for creation and deletion, etc. Also, how do generic IRPManagers create managed objects that have vendor-specific extensions?

2. File Transfer IRP - This needs to be general purpose so it can be used for PM service measurements, Log IRP file transfer and Bulk Data Transfer file transfer. Since common security handling would be a big part of this, this can't be delayed. What file transfer protocols will we accept?

3. XML support for 3GPP SA5 operations - Including error handling and simultaneous bulk data transfer support. We probably shouldn't use notifications for error handling since this could go to all IRPManagers instead of the one that initiated the request.

4. XML support for 3GPP SA5-specified managed objects and vendor-specific managed objects - Since we support vendor-specific extensions, we need to be able to support arbitrary complex IDL and ASN.1 attribute definitions in the XML. Remember that IRPManagers must be able parse the XML file even if it doesn't want to know about vendor-specific extensions. Given a managed object, all vendors need to have the same XML file representation for that managed object.

5. Coordination in XML file definitions between PM, Log IRP and Bulk Data Transfer.

6. CMIP and CORBA solution set support for the above - Since the two solution sets have different objects, attributes and operations, the XML Bulk Data Transfer file format probably needs to be solution set dependent.

While these concerns do not specifically address priorities of Release 5 items, they do address some of the issues related to assuring that the Bulk CM standard is consistent with and contributes to the body of 3GPP SA5 standardization.

5. AWS Expectations for Bulk CM Standardization

AWS believes that when Bulk CM is standardized, it should include Active CM sufficient to configure network resources and a Bulk CM Corba Solution Set that is aligned with the proposed ITU_T Corba Framework recommendations. In addition, AWS believes that any Bulk CM standard must be consistent with the developing body of 3GPP standards. Lucent’s comments [2] serve to cite examples of this consistency. 

AWS would be pleased if these expectations for Bulk CM can be met in time for Release 4. If they cannot, then AWS wishes that 3GPP SA5 take the time that is required to develop a Bulk CM standard of the expected quality.
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