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INTRODUCTION

This contribution proposes compliance rules for IRPAgents that incorporate proprietary extensions. The proposal contained in this contribution was triggered by Randall Scheer’s contributions on 3GPP SA5 Compliant CORBA Management Information Model Extensions [7], [8]. This proposal is intended to supplement the referenced contributions. The referenced contributions are specific to CORBA, are specific with regard to CORBA IDL, and are intended to be incorporated into CORBA Solution Sets. This proposal is more general in approach, Solution Set independent, and is intended to be incorporated into the Compliance Rules section of the Information Model/Information Service specification. This proposal is not specific as to how the compliance is to be achieved and in this regard, solutions set specific requirements are still desirable.

This proposal is initially intended to be incorporated into the R99 version of 32.106-5. The concept and approach is also applicable to 32.106-2 and 32.111-2. These later two specifications do not have Compliance Rules sections yet. This contribution does not yet propose to change these later two specifications.

This proposal recognizes that the use of proprietary extensions will be desirable for both vendors and operators. Operators, however, will at times find themselves in the position of needing to use equipment for which their management systems have not yet been modified to accommodate the extensions. During this period, they must be able to manage the equipment with their unmodified 3GPP compliant management systems albeit not as comprehensively as they might like.  Moreover, it is hoped that the compatibility between extensions and 3GPP specifications required by the proposal will reduce the operator’s cost to utilize vendor extensions.
PROPOSAL
Add the following text as the last paragraph of 32.106-5 Section 4.2 Compliance Rules

An IRPAgent that incorporates proprietary extensions must support normal communication with a 3GPP compliant IRPManager with respect to all mandatory MOCs/ attributes/ associations/ operations/ parameters/ notifications without requiring any knowledge of the extensions on the part of the IRPManager. In addition, a 3GPP compliant IRPManager must be able to communicate normally with an IRPAgent that incorporates proprietary extensions using any optional MOCs/attributes/associations/ operations/parameters/notifications supported by the IRPAgent without requiring any knowledge of the extensions on the part of the IRPManager.
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