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1
Decision/action requested

The group is requested to review the document and agree on next steps.
2
References

[1]
S5-171219 Handling of external references in SA5 specifications (from SA5#111)
3
Rationale

According to the process to resolve open issues on external references (see [1]), this document addresses the step 1 “Inventory phase”. 
4
Detailed proposal

Two Excel files - one for 28 series and one for 32 series - are provided to indicate which specifications include external references, and if any to which SDO/Fora. Note that the TRs in 32 series (32.8xx, 32.9xx) are not included at this stage (need to confirm whether TRs have to be covered or not). 

The next step (which can be seen as part of step 2 of the process below) is to build a “knowledge database” to identify:

· Which organizations are “safe” and external references can be kept (green list),
· Which organizations cannot be referred to at all and ext refs need to be removed - or moved to bibliography (red list),
· Which organizations are in between, e.g. NGMN where some documents are public, some are not (orange list).
Annex: Process for external references (from [1])

Step 1: Inventory phase

Identify all external references in SA5 specifications (manually or via a tool, or via a mixed approach). 

-> Action SA5 VC + MCC.

Step 2: Initiate the work

Start the work with SA5 high level specifications 32.101 and 32.102 (32.103 does not have any external references). For other specifications identified in step 1, an action point will be given to the specification Rapporteur. 

-> Action SA5 VC + rapporteurs.  

Step 3: Check list 

For each external reference: 

- Step 3.1: Check that it is used in the document (remove the reference if not used)

- Step 3.2: Check that the reference is pointing to a specific version (add a specific version if not indicated)

- Step 3.3: Check that it is publicly available (no user/password needed)

Step 4: Resolution of issues

For each external reference that is not publicly available

Option 1 (soft):

- Move the reference to an informative Annex: Bibliography.

- Remove any reference to the external document in the SA5 specification 

- Copy the referred text from the external document into the SA5 specification with two conditions: 

1/ the originating body has given 3GPP the right to reproduce the text and 

2/ MCC has checked that there are no IPR issues with that organization. 
Option 2 (hard): 

- Remove any reference to the external document in the SA5 specification 

- Remove or rephrase all the text in the SA5 specification depending on this reference (to make the SA5 specification totally independent of the reference). 

Step 5: Monitor progress

- The progress of the work and the list of open issues needing clarification will be monitored in a dedicated document until completion. Maintain a list of external organizations with clear indication whether the specifications are publicly available or not. 

-> Action SA5 VC.
