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Document Summary:
(1) IRP documents use the terms Actor.  This contribution provides background and reasoning for using the term.

(2) Recommend Architecture Group to discuss this issue.  Outcome of the discussion will be applied to works of all subgroups.

Specification(s) involved:
TS 32.101, 32.102

Background

IRP documents use UML notation for modelling.  Actor and System are two terms of UML.

IRP documents use the term System to encapsulate capabilities under specification.  System offers network management services via the interface called itf-n as shown in the following diagram.  The arrow indicates the services offered by System.

 (-------(itf-n)-----------[System or IRP-System]

From the perspective and scope of system specification, the terms IRP-System and ITU-T TMN Agent are identical.  Their internals can be described but never specified for compliance or conformance purposes.  

However, their externally observable behaviours are described and specified for compliance and conformance purposes.  These behaviours are expressed as network management services offered to external entities via the itf-n.

We do not wish these external entities be subject of 3GPP SA5 standardisation.  We support the current ITU‑T TMN approach that TMN Manager is not a subject of standardisation.  In ITU-T TMN Recommendations, there is no GDMO class for TMN Manager.

Reason for using the term Actor

UML notation is used to specify object classes.  From the perspective of object class specification, it is of identical purpose compared to GDMO notation
.  There is no GDMO class definition for Manager.  There should not be any UML class definition for Manager either.  

In the context of UML, use of Actor to represent TMN Manager is the only way that supports the immediate previous statement.

Recommendations

1. Continue the use of Actor and System in UML diagrams of IRP documents.  If and when we insert non‑UML diagrams for system description, use other appropriate terms than Actor.

2. Discuss this contribution and other related contributions in Architecture Group since the discussion outcome will affect works of all subgroups.

� Purpose of UML diagram/notation is not the same as that of ITU-T TMN Recommendations diagrams.
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