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Background: (The document S5-000019 i.e. S2-99E58 on Subscriber call trace was registered already for the previous SA5 meeting in Sophia Antipolis but it seems that this document was not addressed.)

S2 has agreed already in 3GPP TSG SA WG2 Meeting #10 Japan, 29 Nov – 3 Dec 1999 this solution ( S2-99E58 ) to be part of the 3G TS 23.060.
Trace information in Rel 99 is already present in MAP, RANAP and BSSGP, even if SA5 can have packet data trace issues defined in the Rel 00 issue as earliest. Therefore adding subscriber trace support to GTP is not a big issue. SA2 did not  attempt  or need to specify the subscriber trace support in detail, SA2  just intended that some basic information that is received from the HLR or OMC to is carried to the GGSN.

In GTP, the information is carried per PDP context, therefore the trace information is added to the PDP context activation / modification messages. And because PDP context activation is one of the main procedures to trace, it is not possible to send the trace request after the procedure is already completed.

SA5 understands that it was not needed to send the subscriber trace request before the PDP context activation procedure, because then the GGSN should store information even on mobiles which do not have active PDP contexts.

SA2 has left the detailed specification work to SA5. SA5 acknowledges that it needs to specify parameters like trace type and also information that should be collected on a trace. Though SA5 did not have enough resources to address the Trace issues in significant scale, SA5 hopes it has better resources in the future to address the trace issues more extensively.

SA5 endorses the SA2 work made in S2-99E58. SA5 thanks SA2 for helping to support the subscriber trace, and acknowledges that without this effort to establish some basic parameters to be carried with GTP, the operators would likely not have enough diagnostic tools in the R99 specifications. SA5 will base its further work on the initial general level work SA2 kindly has briefly already worked on.
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