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1
Decision/action requested

The group is asked to discuss and make a decision on the modification of the term 3G in SA5 specifications.
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Rationale

Due to historical reasons, there are many occurrences of the term 3G used in SA5 specifications, such as “3G”, “3G network”, “3G system”, etc. For example, there are more than 20 hits of the term 3G in 3GPP TS 32.101 [1], and it is likely the term 3G is used in many SA5 specifications.
Considering LTE, LTE-Advances and future RAT, and even (broadband) wireline access technology in the context of Converged Management, it would be better to use a generic, technical-neutral term such as “telecommunication”, or “3G and beyond”, or “3GPP” to replace the term 3G and let the reader work out what it applies to, notably from the information included in the Scope clause of the specification.
3GPP TR 21.905 [2] includes a definition of “3GPP system” which was updated in Rel-11 by CR0109R1 (S5-123057 Rel-11 CR 21.905 Correction of the definition of 3GPP system) [3].
Updated definition from [2]: 
3GPP system: A telecommunication system conforming to 3GPP specifications, consisting of a core network, one or more access networks that may be GERAN, UTRAN, E-UTRAN or other access networks such as WLAN, and User Equipment.

Note that not all the terms 3G can be replaced by the new neutral term. In the following example, which is an extract from TS 32.101 [1], the yellow marked term “3G” should be kept unchanged since it is in the context of 3G:

------------------------Extract Beginning---------------------------------

5.1.5
Inter-NE interfaces (Type 6)

Interfaces between Network Elements are sometimes used to carry management information even though this may not be the primary purpose of the interface. An example in a 3G network is the Iub interface between Node-B and RNC (see figure 2 above). This type of interface is not within the scope of this specification, though potential impacts upon it should be considered.
------------------------Extract End ---------------------------------
4
Detailed proposal

1. Phase out terms “3G”, “3G system”, “3G network”, etc. in SA5 specifications and replace them with generic terms whilst making the text of the specification Scope clause as precise as needed to put any necessary bounds on the use of the specification. 
2. The group is required to validate the list of terms that may be used depending on the context:
a. “telecommunication”, “telecommunication system”, “telecommunication network”
b.  
c. “3GPP”, “3GPP system”, “3GPP network”
3. Be careful not to replace terms “3G”, “3G system”, “3G network”, etc when they are used in the context of 3G networks only.
4. MCC is kindly required to provide an inventory of the SA5 specification (TSs only) including the term 3G.
