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This contribution proposes to assign a well defined scope for the work on the O&M part of the Iub interface based on an agreed goal for the work of the joint SMG6/TMN5 Iub Ad hoc. Agreed and well defined goal and scope will help to guide the discussion about the future home of the Iub Ad hoc.

Goal:

It is the ultimate goal of the work on the O&M part of the Iub interface to allow and to ensure multi-vendor capability and interoperability of RNC's and Node B's from different vendors. Both vendors and operators are gaining benefit out of multi-vendor capability and interoperability:

· Operators can freely mix RNC's  and Node B's; and

· Vendors have the chance to open new markets as second vendor.

Scope:

Multi-vendor capability and interoperability requires that all three parts of the Iub interface must be standardized completely:

1. Traffic to be exchanged between RNC and Node B;

2. Signaling data to be exchanged between RNC and Node B; and 

3. O&M data to be exchanged between RNC and Node B.

While the first two items are clearly out of scope, the Iub Ad hoc focuses on the third item. But O&M data to be exchanged between RNC and Node B should be divided into two different data flows:

a) O&M data to support a limited set of procedures which require real-time interaction between the RNC and Node B; and

b) O&M data to support all procedures which do not require interaction between the RNC and Node B and which are solely designated towards either Node B or RNC.

In order to achieve the ultimate goal of multi-vendor capability and interoperability it is required to standardize: 

· all aspects of item 3a completely (functions, procedures, protocols, messages, ...); while

· a transport mechanism to carry O&M data solely designated towards either Node B or RNC transparently through the other Network Elements is sufficient.

Note: This pass-through can be an IP (v4 or v6) connection. It is proposed to accept this as an working assumption.

Note: All functional requirements to standardize item 3a (should) come from 3GPP TSG-RAN while the functional requirement to provide a transparent mechanism for O&M data solely designated towards one single Network Element is a pure O&M requirement and (should) come from 3GPP TSG-SA.

Note: This transport mechanism should be extendable to be able to carry O&M data for other equipment being co-located with UTRAN Network Elements but not being part of the UTRAN (e.g. Microwave equipment).

Conclusion:

Specification of all other aspects of item 3b are not required to allow multi-vendor capability and interoperability of RNC's and Node B's from different vendors. Work in this area is not needed to achieve the ultimate goal of the Iub Ad hoc. Therefore this work is out of scope for the Iub Ad hoc.

It is proposed to agree the above stated goal and to limit the work of the joint SMG6/TMN5 Iub Ad hoc to the scope outlined above. To aim a complete and seamless specification of all aspects of the Iub interface it is recommended to migrate the work of this Ad hoc into 3GPP TSG-RAN WG3.

For all other work on the management of UTRAN Network Elements (e.g. UTRAN Management Architecture) it is recommended to migrate them into 3GPP TSG-SA WG5.
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Figure 1: Split between O&M functions of RNC and Node B
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