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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA4 would like to thank GCF CAG for their LS on the status of audio test cases. We noted the request to confirm the status of audio test cases 7.11 and 8.11 from TS26.132. SA4 would like to provide the following clarifications:
· In Rel-11 of TS 26.132 (under the 3GPP Ext_ATS work item), new methods for the evaluation of echo control characteristics (double talk performance) were introduced in clauses 7.11 and 8.11. They were originally included to accommodate GCF PAG's requests for its 'performance items' list and to unify the way double talk performance is measured in the industry. Corresponding requirements were not defined in TS 26.131. 
· Note 2 in clauses 7.11.2 and 8.11.2 in TS 26.132 reads:
“NOTE:               The categories in Figure 19b5 and Table 2g are labelled in a functional order and the subjective impression of the respective categories is for further study.” 
This note was inserted in TS 26.132 to remind that the methods in clauses 7.11 and 8.11 of TS 26.132 were designed to measure technical parameters (objective metrics) in the form of performance categories (clipping, residual echo, etc.) and psycho-acoustic effects were not included. Relations to subjective impressions is always of interest and could be studied further. However, SA4 considers that the tests in clauses 7.11 and 8.11 are already fully described.
· A 3GPP study item called Feasibility Study of Enhanced Acoustic Test Specifications (FS_SEATS) is being conducted, and it will produce a new technical report (TR 26.931). The current draft version of this TR reports an informative mapping of subjective test results and objective metrics for double talk performance (including test methods in clauses 7.11 and 8.11). 
In short, SA4 considers that the tests in clauses 7.11 and 8.11 are fully described and can be used to characterize echo and double talk performance of terminals. SA4's view is that there is no reason to wait for the conclusion of the FS_SEATS study before using the tests defined in clauses 7.11 and 8.11.

2. Actions:

To GCF CAG:
3GPP SA4 asks GCF CAG to take the above information into account.
3. Date of Next TSG SA WG4 Meetings:

TSG-SA4 Meeting #94
26th – 30th June 2017
Sophia Antipolis, France
TSG-SA4 Meeting #95
9th – 13th October 2017
Belgrade, Serbia
