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1 Response
Thank you for your liaison on the question of what a Sync sample is in HEVC.
In our work on video profiling in specification 3GPP TS 26.116, we rely on the Sync Sample flag to make requirements on the first sample in a movie fragment. Here is an except from section 5.1.2:

-
For AVCSampleEntry ('avc3') and HEVCSampleEntry ('hev1') NAL Structured Video tracks, the 'first_sample_flags' shall signal the picture type of the first sample in each movie fragment as specified below.

-
sample_is_non_sync_sample=0: If the first sample is a sync sample.

-
sample_is_non_sync_sample=1: If the first sample is not a sync sample.

We believe that similar text is used in specifications from other bodies that use ISO BMFF based media encapsulation and DASH-based delivery as well. We would suggest that DASH experts be consulted as to whether RASL pictures are suitably associated with the sample at the beginning of a DASH segment. In other respects, we do not believe we rely on the presence or absence of RASL pictures. 
We appreciate your actions to resolve the inconsistency.
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