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1. Overall Description

SA4 would like to thank CT3 for their LS reply on EVSoCS and the excellent work done in upgrading the CT specification in this very short time frame in the common goal to reach Rel-13. 

Indeed, SA4 asked for guidance from CT3, whether it would be appropriate that CT3 makes an additional reference in TS 29.163 to TS 26.454 and SA4 includes the details on the Mb interface and the interworking specifications in TS 26.454 to avoid overlapping text. 
SA4 considered all proposals of CT3 in TS 29.414, 29.415, 29.163 carefully and agrees with CT3 that coordination between SA4 and CT3 is important. In the last phase of work, SA4 left the possible content of clause 10 of TS 26.454 (Mb User Plane) for further study, until a coordination with CT3 has happened. Indeed, clause 10 intends to give the background and recommendations from SA4 perspective for the optimal call setup on the Mb interface for optimal interworking with CS networks. 
SA4 also agrees and thanks CT3 for confirming that the definition of the Mb user plane is not in scope of TS 29.163 and CT3´s assumption is that this falls under SA4´s responsibility. We also share CT3's understanding that the Mb user plane for EVS is based on TS 26.445 (EVS algorithm, SDP parameters, RTP profile, CMR specification).

Furthermore, SA4 would like to draw the attention to the fact that the mapping of EVS Speech and SID frames onto Iu, Uu, Nb interfaces are based on TS 26.453 and TS 26.454. The EVS-specific rate and mode control on Iu and Nb is specified in TS 26.454. To that end this TS 26.454 cannot be termed a "stage 2" document.

SA4 also agrees that currently there is a certain level of overlap for all interfaces. E.g. the Mb user plane interworking for EVS is described at certain level in TS 29.163. In this context SA4 would like to remind CT3, that the interworking procedures on user plane between all the interfaces (Iu, Uu, Nb, Mb) are very similar and should be preferably described in detail in one document. Currently very similar text is spread over three CT3 and one SA4 TS. 
Differences among the interworking descriptions is related mainly to the EVS-specific rate control, which is integral part of EVS and falls clearly into SA4’s responsibility, because correct rate control is essential for voice quality. 
SA4 agrees with CT3 that avoiding overlap and duplicated text is highly desirable.
An important part of TS 26.454 is the EVS rate and mode control handling in the 3G-UE, with a set of EVS-specific rules. The rate control handling in the Iu-terminating MGW, and the other MGWs in the speech path, must mirror and complement this rate control handling in the 3G-UE. SA4 sees it as most appropriate to keep these two aspects of rate control closely together in one TS.
SA4 assumes to satisfy with the detailed explanation the concerns of CT3 and looks forward to a fruitful further cooperation.
SA4 finds that having a central place to describe interworking is desirable. SA4 prefers as an efficient way forward that SA4 performs this work, includes all User Plane aspects in SA4 specification TS 26.454, CT3 verifies the outcome and introduces a reference in their specifications.

2. Actions:
To CT3:
ACTION: SA4 asks CT3 to take above information into account. SA4 wishes a close coordination between SA4 and CT3.

3. Date of Next SA4 Meetings:
SA4#89	27 June – 1st July 2016	Kista
SA4#90	2 – 6 September 2016	Ljubljana
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