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7.6.3.2
Alternative Content

Each alternativeContent element under userServiceDescription contains two or more interchangeable URLs, as indicated by the basePattern values, corresponding to different Representations which could be substituted for one another in accordance to coverage condition, policy requirements, etc.  In practical deployment of a DASH-over-MBMS service, eligibility for such switching may additionally require the following conditions to be met:

a) the employed media codecs and configuration information must be identical between the requested and substituted Representations,
b) the request does not contain a byte range, and
c) Segments of the alternative Representations must be time-aligned.
For deployments where the unified MPD contains BaseURL specific for broadcast (basePattern values using this BaseURL exist in some r12:broadcastAppService but not on a r12:unicastAppService), and another BaseURL specific for unicast (basePattern values using this BaseURL exist in some r12:unicastAppService but not on a r12:broadcastAppService), it is thus valid for a DASH client to use any of the BaseURL for any of the representations, in accordance with TS 26.247 [98]. However, since some of these representations are not available on broadcast or unicast, it is thus required to include the corresponding basePattern values in the alternativeContent element that are available to a DASH client even if not include on a r12:broadcastAppService or r12:unicastAppService. This allows the MBMS client in the UE to take appropriate action (e.g. redirect to an available representation) if the DASH client requests such representation.
The UE may support the processing of the alternativeContent element. 
identicalContent and/or alternativeContent may be present under the r12:appService element because Representations listed in the MPD may be encoded differently, or associated with different configurations for a given encoding scheme, as defined by their Initialization Segments (represented by Initialization Segment Description fragments).  Therefore, the mere presence of basePattern entries under r12:broadcastAppService and r12:unicastAppService does not imply that the associated Representations are automatically eligible for interchange between broadcast and unicast reception.

