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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA4 thanks SG12 for their LS on the validation of ITU-T P.863 with the 3GPP EVS Codec.

The characterization report for the EVS codec can be found in 3GPP TR 26.952. This Technical Report documents the set of subjective tests conducted by three Listening Labs and one Global Analysis Lab during the Selection and Characterization Phases of the EVS development - See Table 7.2 and Table 7.3 of TR 26.952 for a detailed allocation of the experiments. It is important to note when considering these tables that ACR tests were conducted only in narrowband and wideband and that DCR tests were used exclusively for super-wideband and fullband, including for the clean speech experiments.

The formal experiments conducted during the EVS Selection Phase were covered by a multi-party NDA between Listening Labs, Host Lab, Crosscheck Lab, the twelve Codec Proponent Companies and ETSI, as they involved confidential material from many parties. A much simplified legal framework was possible for the Characterization Phase, given that the codec software at that time was publicly available, but the audio source material used for the listening tests remains the property of the Listening Labs.
Due to legal constraints, SA4 is therefore not in a position to provide the necessary data directly to SG12. SA4 would however like to inform SG12 that the parties who were directly involved in the development and testing of the EVS Codec have been made aware of the request from Q.9/12, along with the offer to make ITU-T P.863 available for this analysis. SA4 members have also been invited to consider contributing suitable data that may be available from internal listening tests, and in particular ACR tests conducted in super-wideband and fullband, that would complement the existing tests in narrowband and wideband. 

SA4 has also encouraged these parties to participate directly in the work of Q9/12 in order to provide the data you have requested. 
2. Actions:

None
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