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Introduction

The EVS sub-working group has agreed a number of parameters for the experimental design of the Listening Tests involved in the EVS Selection Phase. These parameters include:

· Test Methodology - ITU.T Rec. P.800 [1]
· Absolute Category Rating (ACR) method with 48 conditions

· Degradation Category Rating (DCR) method with 36 conditions
· Experimental Design 

· Partially-balanced/Randomized-Blocks design [2]
· Test precision – 192 votes based on 32 subjects and 6 votes per subject for each condition

· Listening Panels – 4 panels of 8 listeners each, each panel with an independent randomization of the presentation sequences of test conditions
· Test type based on source - either Speech or Music/Mixed-Content (Mu/MC) samples
· Speech source – 6 talkers (3 males/3 females), 5 samples per talker (5th sample for prelims)

· Mu/MC source – half of the samples rated by subjects are Music and half are Mixed-Content
One of the responsibilities of the Global Analysis Lab (GAL) is the development of the randomizations for the listening tests. This task requires the specification of several of the design parameters listed above. Those parameters are: # conditions, # talkers (for Speech tests) or # categories (for Mu/MC tests), and # listening panels.
Conclusion
Given that the following three test-design parameters have already been agreed in EVS: 
(1) Partially-Balanced/Randomized-Blocks Experimental Design for all tests; 
(2) Speech and Mu/MC tests have the same reliability (i.e., 192 votes/condition)

(3) Mu/MC tests involve 50% Music items and 50% Mixed-Content items
the following conclusion follows:

EVS needs to specify three categories for Music samples and three categories for Mixed-Content samples and the Mu/MC databases will include five samples for each of those six categories.
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