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1. Overall Description

SA4 would like to thank CTIA for the liaison statement on Double-Talk and Wired Headset Tests and Requirements.

2. Echo control characterization
SA4 is pleased that CTIA is considering using the 3GPP method in TS 26.132. No inter-lab reproducibility study on the new echo control characterization method was so far conducted within SA4. Within the development of the method, the repeatability within a given test setup was however taken into account. Examples can be seen in attached TD S4-AHQ052.
It can be noted that the method does not prescribe any background noise playback; however, control of device positioning and proper calibration of speech levels and delays is needed, as with other test cases.
Regarding requirements, the method was adopted with the purpose of enabling a unified method for characterizing terminals using real speech stimuli, especially to meet a request for the GCF “performance items”. These are not used for conformance pass/fail tests but for providing extended test results in a standardized manner, in practice reducing the fragmentation with various operator-specific tests. An example is that it might be acceptable that a very small product has limited transparency in hand-held handsfree double-talk situations while for other products, the ambition level might be higher. This is one reason for not having minimum requirements associated with this test method in Release 11. Nevertheless, minimum requirements might be recommended to be added, at least for some operational modes, depending on the outcome of the present study item “SEATS” - Study of Enhanced Acoustic Test Specifications.
3. Noise suppression tests

Several SA4 companies have recently contributed “reference scores” (using no DUT, only a HATS) for S-MOS and N-MOS to study the reproducibility when UE positioning issues and UE time variant effects are eliminated. Besides giving a picture of the expected precision, the aim is also to enable a lab to make a sanity check of the test setup including the background noise playback system. SA4 is interested in a mutual exchange of conclusions with CTIA once available. Examples of reference scores are attached in S4-13xxxx.
4. Electrical headset interface testing

3GPP traditionally considers a UE for speech services to include the acoustic interface and there is no open work item on speech-related performance for electrical interfaces. Such work item... [editor’s note: fill in depending on progress during SA4#75]. SA4 has noted that ITU-T SG12 is working with performance requirements related to electrical headset interfaces.
5. Actions:

To CTIA Certification Program Working Group (CPWG) group.

ACTION: 
SA4 asks CTIA to share relevant results regarding the reproducibility of test methods.
6. Date of Next TSG-SA-WG4 Meetings:

TSG-SA-WG4 Meeting #76
4th -8th November 2013
Osaka, Japan
TSG-SA-WG4 Meeting #77
20th -24th January 2013
Seoul, South Korea
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