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1. Introduction
In the course of the Qualification Phase of 3GPP EVS standardization, the selection of source material used in subjective listening tests was a frequent topic for discussion. This contribution attempts to highlight some of the discussion points of the joint EVS / SQ sessions on the material selection of mixed content and music. This contribution also addresses how to handle the use of same source material for multiple experiments.

2. On Mixed Content and Music Material

The definition of mixed content to be used in the Selection Phase of Testing is given in EVS-3 [1]. EVS-8a Qualification Test Plan [2] put forward guidelines for PCs on the selection of mixed content and music material for the qualification phase of testing. The source recommends transferring the applicable prior agreements to EVS-8b Selection Test Plan [3] such that their essence remains valid.

One major discussion point in the Qualification Phase was avoiding exposing listeners to material that sounds uncommon to them.  This discussion point was often referred to as cultural or language mismatch.
As an outcome of these language mismatch discussions, the mixed content material used in the qualification tests was dominantly in the native languages of the listeners, added a small number of items in English used by some laboratories where the native language of the listeners was not English.
It was further decided not to use some music items submitted by the PCs to the common material pool, because these withdrawn items were considered to be too “unusual” to the listeners of some listening laboratories. This and other comments raised by the PCs in the review of the common pool are listed in [4].
The source recommends ensuring that the EVS-8b Selection Test Plan [3] will contain enough detail on the agreements of the previously contentious topics so that the LLs have sufficient guideline for selecting the materials.
3. Re-use of Material Across Experiments

The source is concerned whether extensive re-use of the source material across experiments is appropriate in the Selection Phase of Testing.  ITU-T Handbook on Practical Procedures for Subjective Testing [5] mentions the following in Selection 5.1:

In general, the demographics of the sample of talkers should be representative of the population of users for the application(s) being tested. Generally, the talker sample should be balanced for gender and should be diverse enough to represent the range of variability of normal speaking individuals in the population of interest.
Re-using six talkers, see EVS-8b, across many speech experiments that an LL may conduct in one language does not seem aligned with the recommendations of [5].  The source would propose limiting the re-use of the talkers up to an appropriate small number in order to better sample the user population of interest. 
Similarly, the source has a concern on the re-use of mixed content and music material over a large number of experiments.  For better covering the vast space of relevant content and diversifying test material, one music or mixed content item should be used in a limited number of experimented conducted by an LL. 
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