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Introduction

At the SA4#74 meeting, we presented the performance results of H.265/HEVC on still picture coding (see Tdoc-130709). According to that and other similar contributions submitted in JCT-VC, such as JCTVC-L0380 [1], JCTVC-I0461 [2] and JCTVC-I0595 [3], significant savings can be achieved on coding still pictures with respect to legacy image coders, such as JPEG.

It was concluded in SA4#74 to wait for more support before including the “Main Still Picture Profile” of H.265/HEVC within the relevant 3GPP services. In this contribution we are proposing to continue studying the use-cases for still picture coding within the 3GPP context but not yet include it in the current work-item scheduled for Release-12.

The motivations for our proposal are as follows:

· MPEG is still working on file format support for handling still pictures coded with H.265/HEVC, which is due to be finalized mid-2014. This makes including H.265/HEVC still pictures in the current work item schedule very difficult.

· Thanks to advances in camera hardware, modern smartphones are now able to capture image sequences (also known as image bursts) and include several novel applications utilizing this content (e.g. Nokia Cinemagraph, SmartShot, etc.). Coding/storing image bursts efficiently within the mp4 file format is one of the items MPEG is currently working on. We think that it would be useful to study this use-case more within the 3GPP context, and consider supporting it together with traditional still picture use-cases. 
· JCT-VC is currently working on extensions to the H.265/HEVC standard, some of which are also relevant for still-picture use-cases. For example SHVC project is aiming to add quality and spatial scalability, and RExt project aims to add high bit-depth support, more efficient coding of screen content, improved lossless coding capability and 4:4:4 coding capability. It would be desirable to wait till these projects are completed or close to be completed and consider supporting it together with H.265/HEVC Main Still Picture Profile. 
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