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1. Overall Description

3GPP SA4 would like to thank GCF CAG for their LS on the validity of 3GPP audio releases.

We recall that, according to the 3GPP procedures, all existing releases of TS 26.131 and TS 26.132 (from Rel-99 to Rel-11 until now) can be considered in force. The actual evolution in each Release can be traced back in the history table at the very end of these specifications. 

It can be acknowledged that several work items in previous Releases introduced significant evolutions in 3GPP acoustic testing. This is especially true for the latest two Releases:
· Rel-10: Diffuse-field correction was adopted and harmonized with the state of the art of terminal testing defined in ITU-T. Rel-10 can be considered as a disruptive evolution compared to Pre-Rel10 versions of TS 26.131 and TS 26.132. 

· Rel-11: Background noise performance testing relied on the ANR method until Rel-10; starting with Rel-11, the ANR test method was replaced by a new test method based on the objective predictor specified in ETSI TS 103 106. Furthermore, UE delay measurement and requirements were introduced for UMTS, and double talk performance testing was also added. It can be noted that Rel-11 of TS 26.131 and TS 26.132 was developed in collaboration with GSMA VLR for the definition of technical requirements for the HD voice logo. Finally, in Rel-11, only Type 3.3 is used for handset and in most other cases. 
In particular, Rel-10 can be considered as a Release that is not fully backward compatible with Pre-Rel-10 versions from a technical point of view.
Besides, it is worth noting that 3GPP SA4 is currently working towards Release 12 of TS 26.131 and TS 26.132 with a targeted full completion by June 2014, and the objective to extend the scope of TS 26.131 and 26.132 to LTE and to introduce UE delay testing for LTE and add the support of extended bandwidth (superwideband, fullband) and possibly stereo.
We therefore recommend GCF CAG to consider that the latest Release of 3GPP TS 26.131 and 26.132 always reflect the most up-to-date and state-of-the art approach of audio testing. We also recommend not using Rel-4 to Rel-9 for audio testing. 
2. Actions
To GCF CAG
ACTION: 
We invite GCF CAG to take the above information and recommendation into account. 
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