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1. Overall Description
At its 74th meeting in July 2013, 3GPP SA4 decided to specify the support of High Efficiency Video Coding (HEVC), i.e. Rec. ITU-T H.265 | ISO/IEC 23008-2, in

· 3GP-DASH – Dynamic Adaptive Streaming over HTTP (3GPP TS 26.247), and

· 3GPP File Format (3GPP TS 26.244).

We are further evaluating the support of HEVC in:

· PSS – Packet-Switched Streaming (3GPP TS 26.234),
· MBMS – Multimedia Broadcast and Multicast Service (3GPP TS 26.346),
· MMS – Multimedia Messaging Service (3GPP TS 26.140), and

· MTSI – Multimedia Telephony Service over IMS (3GPP TS 26.114).

Currently, we are considering specifying the minimum client capability requirement for HEVC decoding, with WVGA(800x480)@30fps and 720p@30fps as two potential candidates. The existing Level 3.1 suits well for 720p@30fps. However WVGA(800x480)@30fps sits roughly in the middle (from the number of samples per second or the maximum bit rate points of view) between Level 2.1 (Q720p(640x360)@30fps) and Level 3 (QHD(960x540)@30fps).

We are not sure whether WVGA(800x480)@30fps was considered during the definition of levels, and your views on the best level definition to fit this frame size and rate are requested.

If you feel a new level may be warranted, in an attachment to this LS we include an example definition of a hypothetical Level 2.2.
As seen from the attached time plan for the 3GPP HEVC work item, we are planning to have the first set of specification changes for HEVC support approved in 3GPP in December 2013. It would be very convenient for us if your proposed direction for WVGA(800x480)@30fps could be communicated to us at the earliest possible opportunity.
2. Actions
3GPP SA4 would like MPEG and VCEG to kindly consider the above request.
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