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Background
In Release 11 of TS26.132, a new method for evaluating the quality of speech and residual noise in the presence of ambient noise, based on ETSI TS 103 106 [1] was introduced, Clauses 7.12 and 8.12.  Requirements were set in Release 11 of TS 26.131 for handset UE only, Clauses 5.11.2 and 6.10.2.  
Illustrative example:
The training and validation data in [1] included several conditions for handheld speakerphone mode. Data was collected for 15 recent WB terminals, according to the methods defined in [1], using all eight noise types also required in TS26.132 Clause 8.12.  Results are presented as averages across all eight noise types.
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Proposal

It is proposed to include, as part of Study Item SEATS [2], work toward setting requirements on the quality (speech quality and noise intrusiveness) in ambient noise for use cases beyond handset.  Additional considerations to be included are audibility in the specified noise conditions, particularly for the handheld speakerphone use case.
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