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1. Introduction
One of the main topics of the last EVS SWG telco was the finalization of the mixed/music items selection for the forthcoming EVS qualification experiments. The selection is progressing according to the process specified in the qualification test plan EVS-8a and has now reached the final stage in which cultural mismatch claims of the individual listening labs are being reviewed. The test plan specifies that any such cultural claims have to be unanimously agreed in order to be accepted.

On the one hand cultural mismatch of test items is identified to potentially affect the reliability of the testing. On the other hand it is also problematic to exclude specific items from the testing since this might bias the test results potentially in favor of a given codec over another. Another source of potential unbalance is if certain items would be excluded from only certain listening labs out of the same cultural region.
These aspects have been discussed during the EVS SWG telcos. It is clear that the problems cannot be solved altogether given the agreed random item selection out of a common pool. Ideas have been discussed that rather jointly minimize these problems. These are a) to familiarize the test subjects with potentially unusual items during the practicing phase of the experiments [1], and b) to remove items for which a cultural mismatch is unanimously accepted completely from the common pool and all PCs would accept the removal. Unfortunately, these ideas have not yet resulted in an overall agreement on how to deal with the cultural mismatch claims. In this document the sources propose a way forward for the resolution of the issue.

2. Proposal

a) It is acknowledged that cultural mismatch cannot be avoided completely, given the common pool of listening test items and the world-wide origin of the item contributors. The best way to minimize this problem is hence in any case to adopt the proposed familiarization procedure for the test subjects of [1]. 

b) Item rejections should only be accepted if this means complete removal of the respective items from the common pool. The decision on such potential rejections has to be unanimous, in accordance with the corresponding rules in the test plan. During the last EVS SWG telco an attempt was made in this direction and to agree on items to be removed from the pool. In the end, however, no agreement could be achieved on the removal of any item. The sources are open to explore this path again provided that there are strong indications that an agreement could still be reached on the removal of items from the pool in a time efficient way. Otherwise, the sources propose to go forward by not granting any cultural mismatch claim and to leave all items in the pool.
c) The sources propose further the EVS SWG to conclude that the origin of issue is the use of a common pool of test items rather than giving the listening labs the freedom to choose the test items by themselves. It is suggested to avoid such and similar issues during EVS codec selection by running experiments with mixed and music content exclusively by independent labs and by letting these independent labs choose the test material based on certain category guidelines set by the EVS and SQ SWGs.    
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