TSG SA4#70 meeting
Tdoc S4 (12)0886
13 – 17 August, 2012, Chicago, IL, USA
Agenda Item: 6.3

3GPP TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #78


R2-123133
Prague, Czech Republic, 2012 May 21st - 25th.

Title:
Reply LS on MBMS assistance information for MBMS service continuity
Response to:
R2-120040 (S4-1200283) on MBMS assistance information for service continuity and R2-123092 (S4-120819) on Service Area and Frequency Info in USD from SA4
Release:
Rel-11
Work Item:
MBMS service continuity improvements for LTE
Source:
TSG-RAN WG2
To:
TSG-SA WG4
Cc:
TSG-SA WG2
Contact Person:


Name:
David Lecompte
Tel. Number:
+33 665 660 990
E-mail Address:
david.lecompte@huawei.com
Attachments:
None,
1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank SA4 for adding MBMS assistance information in the USD and for providing information about SA4 decisions with respect to inclusion of this information in earlier releases of their specifications.

RAN2 finally concluded in detail the usage of MBMS assistance information in the RAN and would like to inform SA4 of the agreements on UE behaviour with respect to information in the MBMS User Service Description:
- 
MBMS and non-MBMS cells can indicate in their system information a list of frequencies and for each frequency, the MBMS SAIs of cells on this frequency (this information is provided in SIB15)

- 
if the serving cell provides SIB15, the Rel-11 UE considers that a MBMS service is provided via MBSFN if and only if one of the MBMS SAI(s) provided in the USD for this MBMS service is also indicated in SIB15. SIB15 is then used to find the frequency for the corresponding MBMS SAI.
-
otherwise, if the serving cell does not provide SIB15, the Rel-11 UE may use the frequency included in the USD for the MBMS service of interest
-
the Rel-9/10 UE (which does not understand SIB15) may use the frequency included in the USD for the MBMS service of interest.

RAN2 believes that the SA4 CR provides sufficient information.
Besides, RAN2 would like to clarify that
-
a MBMS SAI is defined as a group of cells and each cell has a unique frequency so a MBMS SAI cannot purely represent a geographical area, e.g. two different MBMS SAIs are needed to identify coverage in the same area but on different frequencies.
- 
in RAN2 specifications, the UE does not use the relationship between frequencies and MBMS SAIs in the USD of a service.
In order to avoid any contradiction or ambiguity, SA4 may consider to simplify the description of the semantics of MBMS SAIs in their specifications and indicate that the UE shall, upon reception of the frequencies and the MBMS SAIs in the USD, provide them to lower layers and behave as specified in TS 36.300 section 15.4 (stage 2) and TS 36.304/36.331 (stage 3).
2. Actions:

To SA4:
ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks SA4 to take into account the above information.
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