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Introduction

This document reviews previously reported results from ITU-T P.835 listening tests conducted according to the EATS-3 common subjective testing framework [1].  
The concern is that the distribution of scores, particularly SIG or SMOS, is strongly biased to the region above 3.0, as listed in Table 1.  The implication is that any model trained to this data set will likely have inherently poor predictive capability for devices with true performance below 3.0.  The error in prediction could be negative (under-prediction) or positive (over-prediction).  In the latter case, the predicted score may be passing a criterion, when in fact the true performance is not satisfactory, posing a risk of delivering unsatisfactory voice quality to end users.
Table 1  Distribution of SIG ratings in EATS-3 tests

	Contribution
	Condition
	% SIG ≥ 3.0

	S4-120322
	NB & WB, Handset & Handheld speakerphone
	95.8 and 97.5

	S4-120348
	WB, Handset, noise levels ±6dB
	94.4

	S4-AHQ046R1
	NB & WB, Handset & Handheld speakerphone, noise levels +6dB
	87.5

	S4-120074
	WB, Handset & Handheld speakerphone, incl. SNR sweeps
	68.3 (US)              75 (German)


Proposal
The test conditions being defined for validation of the P.835 test predictors must include provisions to collect data with an adequate number of SIG scores in the interval [1, 3] to estimate the prediction error for this region of performance.
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