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1. Executive Summary:

SA4 provides an update on the status of User Service Description (USD) signaling of radio frequency and service area information in support of RAN2 interests on Service Continuity, as well as multi-band MBMS deployment according to Rel-9 and Rel-10 specifications. 
2. Overall Description:

SA4 would like to inform RAN2 of our recent decisions on MBMS service layer functionality, in support of prioritization of MBMS frequency and related interest to assist UE determination of radio frequencies carrying MBMS User Services.  Rel-9 and Rel-10 TS 26.346 have been updated to also include frequency information (associated with the MBMS service) in the USD.  The previous change made to Rel-11 TS 26.346 on USD signaling of radio frequency and service area information has been further updated accordingly.
To avoid potential backwards and forwards compatibility issues due to mismatch between different versions of TS 26.346 supported by the UE vs. the network, the following decision has been made.  Rel-9 and Rel-10 USD schema will replicate the Rel-11 USD data structure for signaling of service area and frequency information in Rel-9 and Rel-10 USD, with the only difference being that the ‘serviceArea’ element is marked optional, and Rel-9 and Rel-10 UEs not supporting the processing of that element may ignore its appearance in the USD.  Furthermore, while the Rel-11 USD schema retains optionality of the ‘serviceArea’ element, the network shall include it in the Rel-11 USD instance.
SA4 believes that the above information pertaining to very recent changes to the Rel-9, Rel-10 and Rel-11 USD should be of interest to RAN2.  We believe that our defined means for signaling service area and frequency information for an MBMS service should meet the needs/interest of RAN2, while ensuring forwards and backwards compatibility in an implementation-efficient manner.  We have attached draft versions of the CRs implementing these changes for your information.  Please note that the technical content of the attached CRs was agreed at the ongoing SA4#69 meeting.  However, due to necessary merging of CRs, the changes are presented to SA plenary as part of a bulk CR which is to be produced and agreed later in SA4#69.
3. Actions:

To RAN2: SA4 requests RAN2 to take the above into consideration in their work.
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