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1. Executive Summary:

SA4 wishes to provide an update on the status of User Service Description (USD) signaling of RF frequency and service area information in support of RAN2 interests on Service Continuity, as well as multi-band MBMS deployment according to Rel-9 and Rel-10 specifications. 
2. Overall Description:

SA4 would like to inform RAN2 of our recent decisions on MBMS service layer functionality, during this week of 21 May, 2012.  We are aware of recent RAN2 decision to change Rel-9 and Rel-10 TS 36.304 in support of the prioritization of MBMS frequency, and that RAN2 has desire for USD indication of RF frequencies which carry MBMS User Services.   Accordingly, we have updated Rel-9 and Rel-10 TS 26.346 to also include frequency information (associated with the MBMS service) in the USD.  Furthermore, we have taken into consideration the previous change made to Rel-11 TS 26.346, on USD signaling of frequency and service area information, in support of RAN2’s needs regarding service continuity.
We wish to avoid potential backward and forward compatibility issues due to mismatch between different versions of TS 26.346 supported by the UE vs. the network, due to differing syntax of auxiliary information carried in the USD pertaining to the MBMS service.  To best achieve that objective, we’ve decided to replicate the Rel-11 USD data structure for signaling of service area and frequency information in Rel-9 and 10 USD.  The only difference being that the ‘serviceArea’ element is declared as optional in the XML schema for the USD, and UEs which don’t support processing of that element may ignore its appearance in the USD.  Furthermore, we mandate in our Rel-11 specification that while the USD schema retains optionality of the ‘serviceArea’ element, the network shall include it in the Rel-11 USD instance.
SA4 believes that the above information pertaining to very recent changes to the Rel-9, 10 and 11 USD should be of interest to RAN2.  We believe that our defined means for signaling service area and frequency information for an MBMS service should meet the needs/interest of RAN2, while ensuring forward and backward compatibility in an implementation-efficient manner.  We have attached draft versions of CRs agreed within SA4 this week for your information.  Please note that these documents have been agreed at the SA4 level, to await formal SA approval.
3. Actions:

To RAN2: SA4 requests RAN2 to take the above into consideration in their work.
4. Date of Next TSG-SA WG4 Meetings:

3GPPSA4#70
13 - 17 Aug 2012
Chicago, USA 
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5 - 9 Nov 2012    
Bratislava, Slovakia
