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1. Overall Description:

SA4 would like to thank Questions 7/12 and 9/12 for your reply to our original liaison statement on improvements to EG 202396-3 and are pleased to inform you that our work on Ext_ATS is proceeding as planned.  Of particular note, we have finalized the requirements for the P.835 predictor (EATS-6 attached) and the collection of subjective P.835 training data (EATS-4 attached).  We are now in the process of collecting validation data. This allows for final validation of the retrained model and its contribution to ETSI STQ at their upcoming meeting in Kristiansand, NO, July 2-6.  
Upon ETSI STQ’s completion of their corresponding work item, it would presumably become available for Q9/12 to reference and build upon.  Our own work on the remaining Ext_ATS deliverables is also nearing completion. A copy of our current timeline (EATS-1) is attached.

In regard to our future plans for Ext_ATS, we anticipate completing the present Ext_ATS work item with no further extensions to the work item description or increase in scope and do not at this time anticipate opening a related work item in the immediate future.  

To address your specific questions:

· Systems with bandwidth beyond wideband; (e.g., superwideband)

While it is reasonable to assume that SA4 will wish to see the ETSI model accurately predicts future versions of its own high bandwidth 3GPP codecs, at this time it is impossible to know when or if that need will arise, but certainly no earlier than six months after than the completion of any related codec work item.  

The only ongoing relevant codec work item is EVS, which is targeted for Release 12. We do see a need for assessing the EVS codec’s performance in the presence of noise, however the approach needed may vary dramatically given EVS’s potential to deliver spatial audio content and more accurate coding of speech and non-speech media.
· Systems using speech coders apart from AMR-NB 12.2kps and AMR-WB 12.65kbps  (e.g., EVRC family speech coders);
We have no plans to introduce support for any other bitrates for AMR NB or WB, nor any codecs that are not specified by 3GPP.

· Noise types and levels beyond those listed in ETSI EG 202 396-1 (e.g., noise types and levels defined in ITU-T P.835 Amendment 1, Appendix III).
ETSI-STQ has opened a work item to extend the existing database with new noise types and noise levels.  Upon completion of that work, SA4 will assess the need to open a work item to collect data to support the retraining of the ETSI model. 

It should be noted that SA4 would prefer to reference ITU-T specifications where possible, and we would be interested in aligning our specs with P.ONRA, should a version become available that supports our needs.  

With that in mind, SA4 requests that Q9/12 please keep SA4 apprised of any significant changes to the scope of deliverables for P.ONRA.
2. Actions
To ITU-T Q7/12 & Q9/12:        SA4 asks Q7/12 to keep us apprised of any methodology improvements to P.835 and Q9/12 to keep us apprised of significant changes to the scope, timeline and progress of P.ONRA going forward.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG4 Meetings:

TSG-SA WG4 SQ Ad Hoc Meeting
26-27 June, 2012    Issy Les Moulineaux (Paris) FR

TSG-SA WG4 Meeting #70

13 - 17 August 2012 
Chicago, US
