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1.
Summary
This contribution addresses some issues related to the Processing Plan [1].

2.
Observations and issues need clarification
· Clarification on noise pre-processing, e.g. delta-SM prefiltering of STL 2009 is not defined for SWB signals. 

· Clarification of the bitstream alignment of candidate codecs – it was discussed that aligning the bitstreams of  candidate codecs would be beneficial for comparing the performance in presence of frame erasures. Below is the procedure extracted from G.718 Processing Plan:
"The frame alignment of the core layer in the encoder must be done in such a way that the first frame to be encoded is aligned with the first frame of the input speech signal. The 16 kHz output files must be synchronized with the 16 kHz input files."

While the alignment as described above is rather straightforward for the time-domain approach, it is less clear for frequency-domain coding. 
· Application of frequency masks on the synthesized signal – we support applying masks also on the decoded output, though this is less of an issue if the input signal spectrum covers the whole bandwidth up to the half of the sampling frequency, as assumed for Qualification testing. 
· Clarification of the command line. In [2], a proposal was made for a common command line. However, the proposal did not cover the JBM conditions. Also, in case the VBR is tested at Qualification, it should be clarified how the VBR processing will be specified without compromising the blinding of the candidates. In any case, the source’s preference is to submit a unique executable for the EVS encoder and a unique executable for the EVS decoder, distinguishing any requested configurations by command-line options.
· The block diagrams in [1] include P.341 pre-filtering for WB inputs which does not correspond to the current agreement of having WB inputs spanning 50-8000 Hz.
3.
Proposal

We propose to discuss and clarify the above-mentioned issues.
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