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1. 
Introduction
The EVS-3 P-doc defines the EVS codec performance requirements. The initial version (v0.0.1) of EVS-3 in Tdoc S4-100632 did not contain any priority column. This specific column was inserted as part of a template revision during EVS SWG adhoc #2 (see version v0.0.3 in AHEVS-088).

The priority column was introduced in EVS-3 to specify in which phase (Qualification, Selection or Characterization) each performance requirement is applicable. In the latest version of EVS-3, this column is still partly undefined with some exceptions such as AMR-WB interoperable modes and optional modes that are not tested in qualification as well as priorities already set for JBM performance requirements.

In the light of past discussions in the EVS SWG, it appears that the priority column is more related to testing organization rather than performance requirements and may not serve progressing and finalizing EVS-3.

The intention of the priority column in EVS-3 was not to identify requirements that would be more important than others.  Instead, this column was meant only to define which requirements are tested in what phase (Q, S or C respectively for Qualification, Selection or Characterization). This is equivalent to specifying the test conditions in each phase in EVS-3 instead of test plans (EVS-8a/b/c).

Obviously to fill in all priorities (Q, S or C), the test sizes and allocations need to be well estimated, which is not yet done for qualification or subsequent phases.

The word “priority” may be sometimes confusingly interpreted as “importance” connected to the FoM, which does not help finalizing EVS-3.

2. 
Proposal

The source companies propose to remove the priority column from EVS-3 given the need to finalize EVS-3 in a timely fashion. Priorities would then be directly defined in test plans by properly listing conditions in each phase once the necessary performance requirements are all defined. This would decouple performance requirements from test planning that depends on details such as test methodologies and experiment sizes that are still largely undecided.

Note that priorities that are already defined in EVS-3 should be kept and documented in the relevant test plan documents.
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