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1. Abstract
The EVS SWG has agreed in its last conference call #7 on Dec. 5, 2011 to use the following three noise types in the EVS codec assessments: car noise, office noise, and street noise. This document suggests relying for the proper definitions of these noise types to recent work done by ITU-T SG16. 

2. Proposal

ITU-T SG12 provides definitions of various background noise types in its Handbook of subjective testing practical procedures [1]. The following definitions of car noise and office noise are available from that reference:

5.1.2.1
Car noise

Car noise is intended to test the performance of the codec under steady state background noise, and should be recorded in a moving car. A constant speed between 80km/h (50mph) and 110km/h (70mph) is recommended. The make and model of the car should be reasonably common in the country of the recording. Typically, the windows of the car should be closed and the radio turned off.
5.1.2.3
Office noise

Office noise is intended to represent a typical office environment. This noise type should also contain typical office sounds, such as keyboard noise, computer fans, telephones ringing, printers, air conditioner, etc.

A street noise definition can be found by a slightly older ITU-T reference. In the course of the quality assessment of the ITU-T G.718 codec street noise was used as one of the background noise types in some of the noisy speech experiments. The respective definition of that noise type are part of the G718 Selection phase Quality assessment test plan [2] that was provided by Q7/12. This reference provides the following definition:
1.2.4      
Street noise
The street noise is intended to represent a typical street environment. It should contain unsteady traffic noise for example recorded at traffic lights where cars stop, human noise such as steps. It should not contain speech but baby cries are allowed.
The sources kindly proposed to adopt these definitions derived by ITU-T Q7/12 in the course of the EVS codec assessments and to add them to the relevant test plans. 
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