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	First Change


A.4
Capability exchange

A.4.1
Overview

Clause A.4 provides detailed information about the structure and exchange of device capability descriptions for the PSS. It complements the normative part contained in clause 5.2 of the present document. 

The functionality is sometimes referred to as capability exchange. Capability exchange in PSS uses the CC/PP [39] framework and reuse parts of the CC/PP application UAProf [40]. 

To facilitate server-side content negotiation for streaming, the PSS server needs to have access to a description of the specific capabilities of the mobile terminal and any of its peripherals, i.e. the device capability description. The device capability description contains a number of attributes. During the set-up of a streaming session the PSS server can use the description to provide the mobile terminal with the correct type of multimedia content. Concretely, it is envisaged that servers use information about the capabilities of the mobile terminal and any of its peripherals to decide which stream(s) to provision to the connecting terminal. For instance, the server could compare the requirements on the mobile terminal for multiple available variants of a stream with the actual capabilities of the connecting terminal to determine the best-suited stream(s) for that particular terminal. A similar mechanism could also be used for other types of content.
In another example, PSS content may be rendered to the user by a peripheral remote display device connected to the PSS-enabled mobile terminal. In this setting, the mobile terminal may host the PSS application and associated session control mechanisms (influencing the profiled software platform characteristics and user preferences), while content rendering and playback to the user may occur in the peripheral device, such that the graphics/display engine is hosted in the peripheral device (influencing the profiled hardware/software platform characteristics). In such cases, the device capability profile could be composed of a mixture of attributes describing the capabilities of the mobile terminal and those of the peripheral display device(s).

A device capability description contains a number of device capability attributes. In the present document they are referred to as just attributes. The current version of PSS does not include a definition of any specific user preference attributes. Therefore we use the term device capability description. However, it should be noted that even though no specific user preference attributes are included, simple tailoring to the preferences of the user could be achieved by temporarily overrides of the available attributes. E.g. if the user for a particular session only would like to receive mono sound even though the terminal is capable of stereo, this can be accomplished by providing an override for the "AudioChannels" attribute. It should also be noted that the extension mechanism defined would enable an easy introduction of specific user preference attributes in the device capability description if needed. 

The term device capability profile or profile is sometimes used instead of device capability description to describe a description of device capabilities and/or user preferences. The three terms are used interchangeably in the present document.

Figure A.1 illustrates how capability exchange in PSS is performed. In the simplest case the mobile terminal informs the PSS server(s) about its identity so that the latter can retrieve the correct device capability profile(s) from the device profile server(s). For this purpose, the mobile terminal adds one or several URLs to RTSP and/or HTTP protocol data units that it sends to the PSS server(s). These URLs point to locations on one or several device profile servers from where the PSS server should retrieve the device capability profiles. This list of URLs is encapsulated in RTSP and HTTP protocol data units using additional header field(s). The list of URLs is denoted URLdesc. The mobile terminal may supplement the URLdesc with extra attributes or overrides for attributes already defined in the profile(s) located at URLdesc. This information is denoted Profdiff. As URLdesc, Profdiff is encapsulated in RTSP and HTTP protocol data units using additional header field(s).

The device profile server in Figure A.1 is the logical entity that stores the device capability profiles. The profile needed for a certain request from a mobile terminal may be stored on one or several such servers. A terminal manufacturer or a software vendor could maintain a device profile server to provide device capability profiles for its products. It would also be possible for an operator to manage a device profile server for its subscribers and then e.g. enable the subscriber to make user specific updates to the profiles. The device profile server provides device capability profiles to the PSS server on request.
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Figure A.1: Functional components in PSS capability exchange

The PSS server is the logical entity that provides multimedia streams and other, static content (e.g. SMIL documents, images, and graphics) to the mobile terminal (see Figure A.1). A PSS application might involve multiple PSS servers, e.g. separate servers for multimedia streams and for static content. A PSS server handles the matching process.  Matching is a process that takes place in the PSS servers (see Figure A.1). The device capability profile is compared with the content descriptions at the server and the best fit is delivered to the client.

A.4.2
Scope of the specification

The following bullet list describes what is considered to be within the scope of the specification for capability exchange in PSS.

-
Definition of the structure for the device capability profiles, see clause A.4.3.

-
Definition of the CC/PP vocabularies, see clause A.4.4.

-
Reference to a set of device capability attributes for multimedia content retrieval applications that have already been defined by UAProf [40]. The purpose of this reference is to point out which attributes are useful for the PSS application. 

-
Definition of a set of device capability attributes specifically for PSS applications that are missing in UAProf.  

-
It is important to define an extension mechanism to easily add attributes since it is not possible to cover all attributes from the beginning. The extension mechanism is described in clause A.4.5.

-
The structure of URLdesc, Profdiff and their interchange is described in clause A.4.6.

-
Protocols for the interchange of device capability profiles between the PSS server and the device profile server is defined in clause 5.2.7.

The specification does not include:

-
rules for the matching process on the PSS server. These mechanisms should be left to the implementations. For interoperability, only the format of the device capability description and its interchange is relevant. 

-
definition of specific user preference attributes. It is very difficult to standardise such attributes since they are dependent on the type of personalised services one would like to offer the user. The extensible descriptions format and exchange mechanism proposed in this document provide the means to create and exchange such attributes if needed in the future. However, as explained in clause A.4.1 limited tailoring to the preferences of the user could be achieved by temporarily overriding available attributes in the vocabularies already defined for PSS. The vocabulary also includes some very basic user preference attributes. For example, the profile includes a list of preferred languages. Also the list of MIME types can be interpreted as user preference, e.g. leaving out audio MIME’s could mean that user does not want to receive any audio content. The available attributes are described in clause 5.2.3 of the present document. 

-
requirements for caching of device capability profiles on the PSS server. In UAProf, a content server can cache the current device capability profile for a given WSP session. This feature relies on the presence of WSP sessions. Caching significantly increases the complexity of both the implementations of the mobile terminal and the server. However, HTTP is used between the PSS server and the device profile server. For this exchange, normal content caching provisions as defined by HTTP apply and the PSS server may utilise this to speed up the session set-up (see clause 5.2.7)

-
intermediate proxies. This feature is considered not relevant in the context of PSS applications.

A.4.3
The device capability profile structure

A device capability profile is a description of the capabilities of the device, capabilities of any of its peripherals, and possibly also the preferences of the user of that device. It can be used to guide the adaptation of content presented to the device. A device capability profile for PSS is an RDF [41] document that follows the structure of the CC/PP framework [39] and the CC/PP application UAProf [40]. The terminology of CC/PP is used in this text and therefore briefly described here.

Attributes are used for specifying the device capabilities and user preferences. A set of attribute names, permissible values and semantics constitute a CC/PP vocabulary. An RDF schema defines a vocabulary. The syntax of the attributes is defined in the schema but also, to some extent, the semantics. A profile is an instance of a schema and contains one or more attributes from the vocabulary. Attributes in a schema are divided into components distinguished by attribute characteristics. In the CC/PP specification it is anticipated that different applications will use different vocabularies. According to the CC/PP framework a hypothetical profile might look like Figure A.2. A further illustration of how a profile might look like is given in the example in clause A.4.7.
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Figure A.2: Illustration of the profile structure

A CC/PP schema is extended through the introduction of new attribute vocabularies and a device capability profile can use attributes drawn from an arbitrary number of different vocabularies. Each vocabulary is associated with a unique XML namespace. This mechanism makes it possible to reuse attributes from other vocabularies. It should be mentioned that the prefix ccpp identifies elements of the CCPP namespace (URI http://www.w3.org/2002/11/08-ccpp-ns#), prf identifies elements of the UAProf namespace (URI http://www.wapforum.org/profiles/UAPROF/ccppschema-20010330#), rdf identifies elements of the RDF namespace (URI http://www.w3.org/1999/02/22-rdf-syntax-ns#) and pss identifies elements of the PSS Release-6 namespace. (URI http://www.3gpp.org/profiles/PSS/ccppschema-PSS6#).

Attributes of a component can be included directly or may be specified by a reference to a CC/PP default profile. Resolving a profile that includes a reference to a default profile is time-consuming. When the PSS server receives the profile from a device profile server the final attribute values can not be determined until the default profile has been requested and received. Support for defaults is required by the CC/PP specification [39]. Due to these problems, there is a recommendation made in clause 5.2.6 to not use the CC/PP defaults element in PSS device capability profile documents.
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