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Within the GSMA IREG RILTE, work has been done on profiling video calls in IMS over LTE. This is documented in GSMA PRD IR.94 (soon to be made publicly available). It was noted that H.264 is specified to be mandatorily supported on the UE and H.263 is optional (as specified in 3GPP TS 26.114 release 10). However, during the work on this profile, there was some debate as to whether or not H.263 Profile 0 Level 45 as specified in 3GPP release 8 should be mandatorily supported on the UE.
The reason provided by those in favour of having mandatory support for H.263 on the UE was that it will allow video calls to legacy devices (e.g. 3GPP CS video call devices, which might support only H.263) without the need for transcoding.

GSMA IREG RILTE kindly seeks clarification from 3GPP TSG-SA WG4 as to the reasons why H.263 was specified only as an optional codec in 3GPP TS 26.114 release 10. GSMA IREG RILTE also kindly seek information from 3GPP TSG-SA WG4 on any particular requirements on the network entities that transcode between H.263 and H.264.
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