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Introduction

During the EVS SWG meeting at SA4#65 there was a discussion related to the EVS work item objective to enhance speech services. Specifically, there was some uncertainty about the definition of the term ‘speech service’. This contribution would kindly like to provide for information this definition as specified in the relevant specifications 3GPP TS 22.105 [1] and ITU-T recommendation E.105 [2].
Definitions

Speech service is defined in 3GPP’s service aspects ("stage 1") specification 3GPP 22.105. This document specifies with the reference to ITU-T E.105:

...

6.4.1
Speech

The speech service as defined in international standards should be supported. The international reference for the speech is ITU E.105 recommendation. Networks should contain interworking units which allow calls to be received from or destined to users of existing networks like PSTN or ISDN. This will include interworking units for generation of DTMF or other tones (the entire DTMF tone set would at minimum be available) and detection of DTMF tones.

A default speech codec shall be specified to provide speech service. The selected speech codec shall be capable of operating with minimum discernible loss of speech on handover between the GERAN and UTRAN.

The referenced ITU-T recommendation E.105 in turn specifies:
...

1.2
The telephone service is a public telecommunication service primarily intended for the exchange of information in the form of speech, whereby users can communicate directly and temporarily between themselves in conversational mode, and should be provided in accordance with the International Telecommunication Regulations [1], and the relevant CCITT Recommendations. The international telephone service can also support a number of non-voice services or applications such as facsimile and data transmission. Such applications are not dealt with specifically by this Recommendation, but, in principle, they should not degrade the quality of the telephone service.

Conclusion
The sources conclude from the speech service definitions that the primary content type exchanged in a speech service is speech.
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